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BY ERIN GEISMAR
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Editor’s note: Under the Fam-
ily Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act, the college administration is 
legally prohibited from commenting 
on students’ grades or classes. Ithaca 
College consistently declines to com-
ment on personnel-related issues. 
Th erefore, while Th e Ithacan feels it 
is important to tell Margo Ramlal-
Nankoe’s story, readers should keep 
in mind that this story is necessarily 
one-sided. 
Th e sociology professor who 
threatened to sue Ithaca College 
last semester alleging violations of 
her tenure review process is now 
accusing the institution of inten-
tionally denying her the right to 
teach during her terminal semester 
after being denied tenure last year. 
Margo Ramlal-Nankoe, assis-
tant professor of sociology, who has 
taught at the college for 11 years 
and been reviewed for tenure twice, 
said it’s a matter of discrimination, 
tied to the fact that she believes she 
was denied tenure based on her po-
litical views and teachings on the 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict.
Ramlal-Nankoe said she expect-
ed to teach three classes this semes-
ter but returned in January to fi nd 
all three had been canceled.
She said she heard through 
word of mouth in October that the 
administration was discussing pos-
sible problems with her visa, which 
Professor 
fi nds classes 
canceled
BY JACKIE PALOCHKO
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Sybil Conrad waited 10 years 
before she was able to marry her 
college sweetheart. Th ough she 
and her partner would have pre-
ferred to have been married earlier 
in their relationship, marriage was 
not a legal option.  
Instead, Conrad, assistant direc-
tor of the Campus Center at Ithaca 
College, was married in October 
2008 to her partner Kim in Califor-
nia, where same-sex marriage was 
legal. Th e couple fl ew their family, 
including 4-year-old son Dobbs, to 
California, where they had a cer-
emony on a hiking trail surrounded 
by waterfalls and trees. On candy 
M&M’s, they had printed, “Ten years 
and 2,973 miles later.” 
But the honeymoon did not last 
long for the couple. On Nov. 4, one 
month after Conrad’s wedding, Cali-
fornia citizens voted on Proposition 8, 
a proposal that could ban same-sex 
marriage in the state. According to 
a Field Poll study, approximately 52 
percent of California citizens voted in 
favor of Proposition 8. Th e California 
Supreme Court is expected to rule on 
the status of Proposition 8 this spring. 
Until then, same-sex couples al-
ready married in California do not 
know what their future will bring.  
“We are, essentially, in limbo 
about our marriage,” Sybil said.  
Sybil said, however, she and her 
partner took the necessary precau-
tions years ago when same-sex mar-
riage was still not legal.  
“We didn’t know we’d have this 
opportunity to get married,” she said. 
“So, we already started thinking about 
our family and protecting ourselves.”  
Sybil carried their son, and after 
he was born, Kim legally adopted 
him as the second parent, making 
both women the legal parents of the 
child. Th e couple also saw a lawyer 
to discuss each other’s medical proxy 
and living wills. 
California was joined by Arizona 
and Florida on Nov. 4 voting to change 
the laws to defi ne marriage only be-
tween a man and woman. Same-sex 
marriage is only legal in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut.  
Lis Maurer, coordinator of LGBT 
Education Outreach Services at the 
college, said after Proposition 8, she 
received an overwhelming amount 
of student reactions.  
“Students want to know what 
their rights are,” she said. “Th ey may 
not want to get married, but they 
want to know they have that option.” 
Maurer, who was legally married 
to her partner in the 1980s in Can-
ada, said Proposition 8 was the fi rst 
time she could remember so many 
students passionately responding to 
an issue. 
“Th is is the fi rst time they are 
aware of something being taken 
away,” Maurer said. “Whereas I re-
member driving back from Canada 
and waving out the window saying, 
‘Th anks for the rights.’”  
Sophomore Kevin Fish said he 
was disturbed by Proposition 8. He 
said he grew up in a large, traditional 
Irish-Catholic family in the Boston 
area that always viewed marriage as 
being between a man and woman.  
When Fish came out in the open 
about his sexuality last semester, he 
said his views on marriage began 
to change.  
“Th ere shouldn’t be a strict defi ni-
tion on who can marry who because 
as cliché as it sounds, you can’t help 
who you fall in love with,” he said.  
In New York state, same-sex cou-
ples are only allowed commitment 
ceremonies. On May 14, 2008, Gov. 
David Paterson said all marriages per-
BY ERICA R. HENDRY
SENIOR WRITER
As the country’s economic cri-
sis deepens, American colleges and 
universities have been forced into a 
defi ning crossroad.
“While giving deference to our 
proud history, our challenge today is 
radical reformation,” E. Gordon Gee, 
president of Ohio State University, 
told a crowd of educators Sunday at 
the annual meeting of the American 
Council on Education. “Th e choice, 
it seems to me, is this: reinvention 
or extinction.”
Institutions of every size, both 
public and private, are facing losses in 
several critical areas of their operating 
budgets as a result of losses in endow-
ments and investments. In addition, 
many private institutions like Ithaca 
College face the prospect of declining 
enrollments in coming years.
According to a recent survey con-
ducted by the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and Univer-
sities, institutions like Ithaca College 
may have the least control over their 
operating budgets.
Of the 370 institutions that com-
pleted the survey, small, private, tu-
ition-driven institutions with a “large 
percentage of its revenue tied to en-
rollment” — like the college — said 
enrolling and keeping students is one 
of the biggest fi nancial concerns.
“We aren’t numb,” said Carl Sgrecci, 
vice president of fi nance and adminis-
tration. “We are very concerned about 
the ability of prospective and current 
students and their parents to pay for a 
private higher education — as well as 
their willingness to do so. Many stu-
dents are having second thoughts.”
Almost 94 percent of the college’s 
operating budget is driven by tuition, 
fees and auxiliary services. A signifi -
cant shortfall in enrollment could 
translate directly into a budget crisis.
During the past fi ve years, the col-
lege has accepted an average of 69.8 
percent of students who applied, ac-
cording to an Ithacan analysis of en-
rollment data from the Offi  ce of In-
stitutional Research and the Offi  ce of 
Enrollment. An average of 20.9 per-
cent of those accepted students chose 
to enroll the following fall. Sgrecci 
said the college is hoping to enroll 
at least 1,600 students in each of the 
next four incoming classes.
Sgrecci said he is optimistic the 
college can reach that goal. How-
ever, there are many factors working 
against the college and other private 
institutions. For one, many students 
and their parents are losing the ability 
to pay private college tuition, and even 
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COLLEGE FACES DIFFICULT BUDGET DECISIONS
Local gay couples cope with legal uncertainty
From left, Kim, Dobbs and Sybil Conrad sit with their dogs Coco and Olive on Tuesday at their home. The Conrads 
were legally married last October in California, but now their marriage is threatened by Proposition 8.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
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12 THURSDAY
Finger Lakes Geriatric Education 
Center Workshop from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in the Sprole Conference 
Room at Tompkins Cortland 
Community College 
Valentine’s Day chocolate 
lollipops and cookies sale 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Campus Center lobby 
Washington, D.C., program 
informational meeting from 
12 to 1 p.m. in the Cayuga 
Lake Room
Screening of “Saint of 9/11,” 
as part of the LGBT fi lm series, 
at 7 p.m. in Textor 102
Unite for Sight A Cappella 
Fest, featuring Ithacappella, 
Premium Blend and Voices-
tream, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in IC Square
13 FRIDAY
Shabbat Services at 6 p.m. in 
Muller Chapel
Shabbat Dinner at 7:15 p.m. in 
Terrace Dining Hall
15 SUNDAY
Nondenominational Protes-
tant Service at 11 a.m. in 
Muller Chapel
Catholic Community Mass at 
1 and 9 p.m. in Muller Chapel
16 MONDAY
The Body Project: Why the 
Obsession?, a presentation by 
Joan Jacobs Brumberg, at 7 p.m. 
in Klingenstein Lounge
TU B’Shvat, an event put on by 
Hillel for the New Year of Trees, 
at 7 p.m. in the Fireplace 
Lounge in Muller Chapel
17 TUESDAY
Washington, D.C., program 
informational meeting from 
12 to 1 p.m. in the Six Mile 
Creek Room
18 WEDNESDAY
German conversation table from 
4 to 5 p.m. in the Language Lab 
on the second fl oor of the library
A Fiction Reading by Chitra Ba-
nerjee Divakaruni at 7:30 p.m. 
in Clark Lounge
ADD YOUR EVENT
Drop events for “This 
Week” in the marked box in 
The Ithacan offi ce, or e-mail 
Assistant News Editor Becca 
Burns at rburns1@ithaca.edu 
by 5 p.m. Monday.
CORRECTIONS
It is The Ithacan’s policy to 
correct all errors of fact. 
Please contact Assistant News 
Editor Jackie Palochko 
at 274-3207.
COPY EDITORS
Paloma Altamirano, Alexa 
Besgen, Marianne Dabir, David 
Durrett, Maggie Hibma, Lauren 
Kaufman, Margaret Moran, 
Mary Kate Murphy, Tahleen 
Ovian, Brittany Rose, Meg 
Rindfl eisch, Emmy Schwartz, 
Juliana Stiles, Benjamin White-
Patarino, Chris Zivalich.
Israeli election results left unclear
Inconclusive election results sent Israel into 
political limbo yesterday with both Foreign Min-
ister Tzipi Livni and hard-line leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu claiming victory and leaving the 
kingmaker role to a rising political hawk with an 
anti-Arab platform.
Livni’s Kadima Party won 28 seats, just one more 
than Netanyahu’s Likud, in Tuesday’s election for 
the 120-member parliament, according to nearly 
complete results. Both held victory rallies, but with-
out a clear majority neither can govern alone. Hard-
line parties won a majority of the votes, meaning 
that Netanyahu has more natural allies and a better 
chance of forming a coalition.
Th e results set the stage for what could be weeks 
of coalition negotiations. Th e fi rst meetings began 
yesterday, with Netanyahu meeting the head of the 
ultra-Orthodox Shas faction and Livni meeting 
Avigdor Lieberman, whose ultranationalist party 
received 15 seats and emerged as the third-largest 
force in parliament.
Two of the more likely options would see a hard-
line government led by Netanyahu, leaving Livni in 
the opposition, or some form of accommodation 
between the two in the form of a centrist coalition 
in which they would share power.
Whatever government is forged, it is unlikely 
to move quickly toward peace talks with the Pales-
tinians and instead could fi nd itself on a collision 
course with President Obama, who has said he’s 
making a Mideast peace deal a priority.
Decline in imports led to defi cit
Th e U.S. trade defi cit fell to the lowest level 
in nearly six years in December as the recession 
depressed demand for imports. Th e trade defi cit in 
2008 fell for a second straight year and economists 
expect an even bigger decline this year.
Th e Commerce Department said yesterday 
that the defi cit in December fell 4 percent to 
$39.9 billion, from $41.6 billion in November. 
It was slightly higher than the $36 billion defi cit 
economists expected.
For the year, the defi cit shrank by 3.3 percent 
to $677.1 billion. It was the second straight annual 
decline after fi ve straight years of record defi cits.
Zimbabwe swears in prime minister
President Robert Mugabe swore in his long-
time rival Morgan Tsvangirai as prime minister of 
Zimbabwe yesterday, ushering in a unity govern-
ment in an extraordinary concession after nearly 
three decades of virtually unchallenged rule.
Th ere had been pressure for Mugabe — who 
remains president in the coalition — to step down 
altogether, and questions remain about whether 
a partnership can work after a long history of 
state-sponsored violence against Tsvangirai and 
his supporters.
Mugabe, who recently declared “Zimbabwe is 
mine,” went further yesterday than many would 
have expected. He stood to face Tsvangirai as an 
equal in a white tent on the grounds of the presi-
dential palace. Regional leaders watched from 
the tent and Zimbabweans across the country 
watched on state TV as Tsvangirai raised his 
right hand and was sworn in. 
Suicide bombers attack Afghanistan
Eight Taliban gunmen wearing suicide vests at-
tacked three Afghan government buildings yester-
day in a coordinated assault that killed 20 people 
in the heart of Kabul just ahead of a planned visit 
from the new U.S. envoy to the region.
Th e attacks in a city dense with barricades and 
armed guards underscored the diffi  culty of fend-
ing off  the Taliban even with abundant troops and 
weaponry as the U.S. beefs up its presence.
Th e eight assailants sent three text messages 
to the leader of their terror cell in Pakistan before 
launching yesterday’s assault. Five men armed 
with assault rifl es and grenades attacked the 
Justice Ministry in late morning, shooting at work-
ers and temporarily trapping the minister and 
scores of others inside, witnesses said. 
Analog broadcasts to be shut down
More than a quarter of major U.S. TV 
stations intend to shut down their analog 
broadcasts Feb. 17, sticking to the original date 
despite the wish of the Obama administration 
that they delay until June.
Congress last week gave TV stations until 
June 12 to shut down analog broadcasts, hoping to 
give viewers more time to prepare. Money has run 
out for the federal fund that subsidizes converter 
boxes, and there’s a wait list for the coupons.
Th e Federal Communications Commission said 
Tuesday that 491 of the 1,796 full-power TV sta-
tions in the country say they intend to keep the Feb. 
17 date. Th e FCC has reserved the right to deny in-
dividual stations an early shutdown. 
SOURCE: Associated Press
Annual Family Carnival
to benefi t United Way
Ithaca College will host the Fam-
ily Carnival 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Feb. 20 
in the college’s Fitness Center to raise 
money for United Way. Th e event is 
open to all members of the campus 
and Ithaca community. 
Th ere will be games, food conces-
sions, live performances, crafts, priz-
es and other activities for all ages. 
All proceeds will benefi t the Unit-
ed Way Stone Soup Program chosen 
by students from the college. 
For more information about 
the event, please contact Deb 
Mohlenhoff at 274-3222 or 
dmohlen@ithaca.edu.
Scholarship opportunity 
for journalism students
Central New York college stu-
dents who are full-time undergrad-
uates majoring in print or broadcast 
journalism are eligible to apply for a 
Syracuse Press Club scholarship. 
Two $1000 scholarships will be 
awarded and selection will be based 
on academic achievement and in-
volvement in extracurricular activi-
ties or work experience.
Applicants must hold perma-
nent residency in central New 
York. College residency is not 
considered permanent.
The deadline to apply is 5 p.m. 
Friday, March 27. Incomplete or 
late submissions will not be ac-
cepted. Recipients will receive 
their awards at the Syracuse Press 
Club Awards Dinner on May 9 
in Syracuse. 
Application materials should 
be mailed to Th e Syracuse Press 
Club, P.O. Box  5424,  Syracuse,  NY, 
13220-5424 or e-mailed to contact@
syracusepressclub.org
Former Cornell president 
to speak at Darwin exhibit
Frank H.T. Rhodes will be giv-
ing a lecture at 4:45 p.m. today in 
the Hollis E. Cornell Auditorium 
in Goldwin Smith Hall on Cornell 
University’s main campus.
Rhodes is a preeminent Darwin 
scholar and president emeritus of 
Cornell University. 
Th e lecture will mark the begin-
ning of the university’s celebration 
of its major Darwin exhibition.
A reception will follow the 
lecture in the Hirshland Gallery, 
Division of Rare and Manuscript 
Collections, level 2B of the Carl 
A. Kroch Library.  Both events are 
free and open to the public.
Workshop to promote 
better energy efficiency
“Save Energy, Save Dollars” will 
be held at noon today at the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension-Tompkins 
Education Center.
At the workshop, participants 
will learn about low- and no-cost 
ways to reduce energy usage. Each 
participant will receive a free kit of 
energy-saving items worth $15. 
Th e workshop is free, but ad-
vance registration is required. To 
register, call 272-2292, or e-mail 
Carole Fisher at crf11@cornell.edu. 
Th e Cornell Cooperative Extension-
Tompkins Education Center is 
located at 615 Willow Ave.
Eating disorders workshop 
to help affected families
 Th e Parent Partner Program, a 
workshop for family and friends of 
individuals with eating disorders, will 
be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday at 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
 During the workshop, partici-
pants will gain a better understand-
ing of what eating disorders are, the 
medical consequences, when and 
how to get help, treatment options 
and resources available locally. 
 Health care professionals from 
the community will address the 
mental health, nutritional and medi-
cal aspects of eating disorders and a 
personal account of someone who 
has dealt with these problems will 
also be presented.
 Th e cost is $30 per family, with 
reduced rates available. Call 272-
2292 to register. 
New members wanted   
for environmental council
Th e Environmental Manage-
ment Council is looking for resi-
dents of Tompkins County to apply 
for membership.
Th e EMC has several at-large 
seats that are open to county resi-
dents as well as vacancies for ap-
pointed representatives. 
EMC’s activities include provid-
ing a public forum for discussion 
and resolution of issues impacting 
natural resource management and 
protection, providing education 
and increasing awareness of local 
environmental issues, and imple-
menting the Local Action Plan to 
reduce county government green-
house gas emissions.
For more information, call the 
Tompkins County Planning Depart-
ment at 274-5560. 
Nation&World
College&City
Chanting for peace
More than 100 Turkish demonstrators chant Islamic slogans yesterday in Istanbul, Turkey during 
a protest against Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s visit to Turkey. President Mubarak arrived in 
Turkey for talks with Turkish leaders to discuss efforts for a permanent truce in the Gaza Strip. 
IBRAHIM USTA/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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BY ELIZABETH GORMISKY
STAFF WRITER
A provision in the proposed New York state 
budget would allow the sale of wine in grocery 
stores across the state, which would decrease the 
state defi cit. Th e change would alter a policy that 
has been in eff ect since the end of the Prohibition 
in 1933.
Gov. David Paterson has incorporated the mea-
sure into the state’s 2009-10 budget which intends to 
collect tax revenue from the sale of wine to decrease 
the state’s projected $13.7 billion defi cit, as well as 
spur the growth of the wine industry in New York. 
If passed, the budget could take eff ect as soon as 
March 1, overturning a state law that has limited the 
sale of wine to licensed liquor stores only.
Th e budget has received strong objections 
from local liquor store owners. Dana Malley, 
general manager of Northside Wine and Spirits 
in Ithaca, said he believes the change would have 
a dramatic eff ect on businesses like his and cause 
a decrease in sales.
“It’s negative for retailers,” Malley said. “Th ey 
lose part of their piece of the pie to grocery stores.” 
Like Malley, Scott Allen, secretary for the New 
York State Liquor Store Association and owner of 
Allen’s Liquor and Wine in Watertown, N.Y., said he 
opposes the sale of wine in grocery stores.
“We sell two items,” Allen said. “Basically, they 
want to cut one of my legs off  at my knee.”
Allen said he believes half of the 2,600 li-
quor stores in the state would be unable to 
compete with grocery stores and would close. 
The closings would cause nearly 6,000 people 
to become unemployed.
“It’s going to be devastating to my family,” Al-
len said. “[My wife and I] started the business 16 
years ago. If this does go and we lose, I feel that 
one to two people would have to be laid off  from 
my establishment — the sales would drop that 
much in the store.” 
Allen said liquor stores are using customer pe-
titions and grassroots letter-writing campaigns to 
challenge the budget proposal. Malley said he ac-
quired 400 signatures in two days at his store.
But the sale of wine in grocery stores could also 
have a positive eff ect on the state economy as a 
whole. In 2002, the American Economics Group re-
leased a study that projected that such as law would 
create up to 2,000 new job opportunities. 
Th e legislation would also provide the state with 
$28 to $53 million in revenues from initial licensing 
fees in the fi rst year alone and a $93.4 million total 
gain in tax revenues, the study said.
Doug Miles, owner of Miles Wine Cellars in 
Himrod, N.Y., said he anticipates that by selling to 
more vendors under the proposed law, his business 
would yield a percent gain in products.
“What we’re hoping is that, even if we get 3 to 5 
percent of the grocery stores [to carry our product] 
that would actually triple our production, and we’d 
end up hiring 10 to 15 more people,” he said.
He also said the ability to sell his wine in 
more outlets would eliminate waste at the ap-
proximately 225 wineries in the state.
“Th is last harvest we had to dump 10 to 
15 tons of chardonnay and cabernet on the 
ground because we didn’t have a market for it,” 
Miles said. 
Wineries in the state have faced retaliation 
from liquor stores for supporting the budget, he 
said. He said several stores asked not to sell his 
product after he participated in hearings which 
included representatives from the state legisla-
ture, wineries, grocery stores and liquor stores 
who discussed the budget Feb. 3 in Albany.
“All of the wineries want this, but they’re all 
afraid to speak out,” he said.
Malley said there is injustice in the wine and 
liquor industry toward liquor sellers.
“Liquor stores for years have had to face very 
strict state-regulated licensing restrictions,” Mal-
ley said. “It’s just not fair.”
He said he thinks liquor stores should be al-
lowed to sell items other than wine and liquor, 
and owners should be able to operate more than 
one store.
Miles, however, said he agrees with Malley 
even though he supports the proposed budget.
“It’s a free-market society,” Miles said.
Th e new budget comes at a time when New 
York has dropped from the second-largest wine-
producing state to the third. California and Wash-
ington outrank New York. Both states allow the 
sale of wine in grocery stores, according to Miles.
Jo Natale, director of media relations for Weg-
mans Food Markets Inc., said sales of wine have 
increased in the 35 states that allow wine to be 
sold in grocery stores.
“Th e impact could only be positive because it 
would open so many outlets for selling local wines 
throughout New York state,” Natale said.
Natale said Wegmans successfully sells New 
York wines in their Virginia and New Jersey stores 
and would continue to promote local wines in 
their New York stores.
“Our most successful stores are those where we 
are able to take advantage of the synergy between 
wine and food,” Natale said.
BY DAVID DURRETT
SENIOR WRITER
Ithaca College hosted the last 
fi nalist for the vice president of 
enrollment management, Douglas 
Swartz, who stressed moving be-
yond traditional recruitment meth-
ods, remarketing the college and 
getting the entire campus involved.
At noon Feb. 3, Swartz, inter-
im vice president for enrollment 
management at Marlboro College 
in Marlboro, Vt., spoke about his 
experience and his plans to help 
the college increase enrollment.
“[Students] need to see it as a 
place where they can ... have fun, 
[but] grow as a person” he said.
Th e vice president of enrollment 
management was a position created 
to replace the dean of enrollment 
planning, which has been open since 
former dean Larry Metzger passed 
away in September. Th e vice presi-
dent of enrollment management will 
attend meetings with the president’s 
council and report directly to the 
president, unlike the former dean 
who reported to the provost.
Swartz said he found the college 
had many professional programs 
for undergraduates that could at-
tract prospective students. 
“I see Ithaca as having so many 
opportunities not just academically, 
but also in extracurricular pro-
grams,” Swartz said. “Students often 
make choices on the extra things 
that are part of a campus.”
Th e college was not alone in fac-
ing diffi  culties with enrollment in 
the current economy, he said.
Swartz said the college needed 
to move beyond traditional mail-
ings and use the Personal URL sys-
tem to target prospective students 
who met certain criteria the college 
found appropriate.
According to President Tom 
Rochon, because 90 percent of 
Ithaca College’s revenue comes di-
rectly or indirectly from enrollment, 
making the position that much 
more important, the vice president 
of enrollment management should 
report directly to Rochon.
“I’ll be much better informed 
about our enrollment situation and 
processes, and we’ll have more in-
teraction directly with this person 
as a vice president than I would as a 
dean,” he said.
More than 50 candidates ap-
plied for the position, and Tom 
Williams, who served as a search 
consultant for the college, said he 
evaluated their applications. He said 
he chose the three fi nalists based on 
past performance and experience, 
particularly at selective institutions 
of higher education. He said there 
were many good candidates, mak-
ing the search easier.
“It’s a great job at a very highly 
competitive institution, and there 
are some very good enrollment 
managers who would love to work 
at Ithaca,” Williams said.
Swartz said attracting students 
was not only the offi  ce of admis-
sions’ responsibility, but that of the 
entire college.
“It takes a village to raise a child, 
and I think it takes a campus to raise 
a student,” he said.
Kathleen Rountree, provost and 
vice president for academic aff airs, 
declined to comment.
Rochon will make the fi nal de-
cision about whom to hire for the 
position in the coming weeks.
Proposed state budget to expand wine sales Final dean 
candidate 
visits college
BY GILLIAN SMITH
STAFF WRITER
Th e red, black and green stripes 
of the African fl ag snapped wildly in 
the air as the annual fl ag-raising cere-
mony was held  Feb. 1 outside Phillips 
Hall. Th e ceremony marked the start 
of Ithaca College’s celebration of Black 
History Month.  
Organized by the African-La-
tino Society, this month’s events 
will focus on diversity and un-
derstanding. Assistant professor 
Sean Eversley-Bradwell spoke last 
Thursday, and Dr. John Carlos, 
bronze medalist in the 200-meter 
dash of the 1968 Olympics, gave 
a presentation yesterday about 
his experiences.
For the rest of the month ALS is 
planning events to further engage 
the campus community in Black 
History Month. ALS will hold a 
Trivia Game Night at 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 19 in IC Square. In the Ter-
race dining hall, “A Taste of Soul” 
night will serve cultural dishes 
from 4:30 to 8 p.m. Feb. 26. The 
Black History Month Celebration 
will close with a concert at 7 p.m. 
Feb. 27, sponsored by the School 
of Music in Ford Hall.
John Rawlins, assistant direc-
tor in the Department of Multi-
cultural Affairs, said Black His-
tory Month is a celebration for the 
campus community.   
“It’s important just so that we 
can continue to support one an-
other and affirm our stance on di-
versity,” Rawlins said. “We need to 
affirm that we actually celebrate 
it — it’s not just something that 
we say.”  
Senior Cornell Woodson, presi-
dent of SGA, said diversity is an im-
portant part of the month’s celebra-
tion, but it should not be celebrated 
only in February.  
“Everybody should be celebrat-
ed, every single day,” he said. 
Rawlins said it doesn’t matter 
how many students come to the 
events, only that they have the op-
portunity to do so. 
“As long as those programs are 
put out there, and the students are 
provided the space to participate, 
that’s all that matters,” Rawlins said. 
On Feb. 5, Eversley-Bradwell 
gave the presentation, “Th e Au-
dacity of Work: Moving Beyond 
Hope,” a slideshow about his trip to 
the inauguration.
“I came back from D.C., and knew I 
had to share,” Eversley-Bradwell said. 
Freshman Laura Joseph, a stu-
dent in one of Eversley-Bradwell’s 
classes, said she went to the pre-
sentation not just to celebrate Black 
History Month.
“On this campus, Black History 
Month is not just about celebrat-
ing African-Americans, it’s about a 
community of people willing to be 
invested in a single cause,” she said.
Rawlins said the events have had 
a positive eff ect on the community.  
“For the students who might 
identify themselves of any black de-
scent, [Carlos’ talk] celebrates their 
culture,” Rawlins said. “For others, 
it’s a time for them to celebrate, learn 
and gain an understanding about 
people of diff erent backgrounds.”    
Eversley-Bradwell’s closing speech 
connected the celebration this month 
with the new administration and how 
central it is to all Americans. 
“Th is is hope,” Eversley-Bradwell 
said. “Th is is something we have to 
hold on to, something to believe. It’s 
what we are celebrating and what 
we are living today.”
Looking back at history
From left, Ithaca residents Kim Lineberry and Caleb Mandeville shop for wine Monday at Northside Wine 
and Spirits. The state’s proposed budget includes a measure to expand wine sales to grocery stores.
KAITLYN RICH/THE ITHACAN
From left,  junior Virginia Creary helps sophomore Farida Abdul-Wahab raise 
the African fl ag Feb. 1 outside Phillips Hall to start Black History Month.
ALLISON USAVAGE/THE ITHACAN
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Couples stuck in limbo
formed in Massachusetts, California, Canada and 
Connecticut will be recognized in New York, but 
a same-sex marriage cannot be performed in 
New York. 
In the months before his wedding, Brandon 
Barile and his partner searched for the perfect 
banquet hall, church and their fi rst song to dance 
to as a married couple. On the day of the ceremo-
ny, they stood in the First Unitarian Church in 
Ithaca and exchanged traditional vows and rings. 
Afterward, a limo drove them to have their pic-
tures taken at Cayuga Lake and to meet guests 
for the reception.  
“It had all aspects of a traditional wedding,” 
Barile, a staff  member of the college, said. “Mi-
nus the gown.” 
Though Barile, his family and friends all 
call the Aug. 30, 2008, ceremony a “wed-
ding,” in the legal sense, he is not married. 
Because Barile and his partner, also named 
Brandon, wanted a location that did not 
involve excessive traveling for their family, 
they chose to remain in Ithaca and have a 
commitment ceremony.  
“New York state says you can call yourself 
whatever you want,” he said. “So, I’m calling 
myself married.”  
But Barile said his partner and he are un-
sure of how to legally describe their relation-
ship now that they want to adopt a child.  
“We don’t know if we should check the single 
box and do a single-parent adoption,” he said. 
When they fi nally adopt their child, Barile 
said he and his partner will legally marry 
in Massachusetts.   
“You fi nd someone, you get married, you 
have children,” Barile said. “It’s not conforming 
to the heterosexual lifestyle.”
Defi ning their relationship in true legal 
terms is just one issue facing same-sex couples. 
Same-sex couples also face the challenge of not 
knowing how society will accept them.  
At their ceremony, Barile said he and his 
partner danced to their song, “Better Together” 
by Jack Johnson, for only 15 seconds because 
they did not want to make guests uncomfortable 
watching two males slow dance.  
“We knew some guests were only coming 
to say they supported us,” he said. “Th ey still 
felt weird, so we didn’t want to make it even 
more awkward.”  
Meanwhile, Fish said he struggles with won-
dering whether or not he will one day wear an 
engagement ring and if calling his future part-
ner his “husband” will be acceptable. 
He said he and his boyfriend are usually 
mistaken for friends rather than a couple when 
they are out in public.  
“We stopped to look at rings at the jewelry 
stand in the mall recently, and the saleslady 
came up to us and asked what we were getting 
our girlfriends for Valentine’s Day,” he said. 
Fish said he hopes when he marries, his mar-
riage will be legal and acceptable in society.  
“I want a traditional life,” he said. “I just want 
to share it with a man. It may be diff erent than 
others, but I’m not hurting anyone.”
those who are willing to have fewer 
loans available to them, according to 
www.Finaid.org, a Web site that 
tracks the loan industry. Last year, 
60 private lenders gave $19 billion to 
students — but now, 39 of them have 
stopped lending, and those that re-
main have made it harder to borrow. 
A serious shift in Northeast de-
mographics will also threaten both 
the number of students who apply to 
colleges as well as those who choose 
to attend. Last year, the Western In-
terstate Commission for Higher Edu-
cation, a 15-state research coalition 
that examines U.S. birthrates and 
educational enrollment, released a 
study that predicted the total number 
of high school graduates would peak 
last spring and steadily decline until 
2015. In the Northeast, where the 
college draws most of its applicant 
pool, WICHE predicted the class of 
2015 will be more than 10 percent 
smaller than that of 2009. 
A number of institutions across 
the country began to employ cost-
cutting measures last fall, either in 
response to fading resources or as a 
prudent fi nancial strategy. Of the col-
leges and universities surveyed by the 
National Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities, 49.9 per-
cent had implemented hiring freezes. 
About 4.6 percent had frozen tuition, 
and a combined 26 percent had laid 
off  either faculty or staff .
Several institutions compared 
to the college through the Associ-
ated New American Colleges and 
the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education have implemented 
some of these strategies as well.
At Quinnipiac University, Presi-
dent John Lahey imposed a tempo-
rary hiring freeze on faculty and staff  
positions. Th e university, which en-
rolls about 5,400 students and is also 
a private, nonprofi t institution, lost 
about 20 percent of its endowment 
in the past year. In a letter to faculty, 
staff  and students, Lahey outlined the 
freeze and also pointed to several de-
partments and programs he thought 
would be hit harder than others.
Likewise, Catholic University of 
America President the Rev. David M. 
O’Connell temporarily froze hiring 
both new and replacement positions. 
He also temporarily halted capital 
spending and asked vice presidents 
to cut their budgets by 5 percent. 
Locally, Syracuse University laid 
off  48 employees and decided not to 
fi ll 71 open positions universitywide 
last month to meet an $8 million 
cut from the current year’s budget. 
Earlier this year, Cornell University 
President David Skorton implement-
ed construction and external hiring 
freezes, which they called “pauses.”
By comparison, the college has 
taken modest steps toward preparing 
for the crisis.
Deans and vice presidents were 
asked to cut 4 percent from their 
budgets this fi scal year. 
Sgrecci and Kathleen Rountree, 
provost and vice president of aca-
demic aff airs, have held meetings 
with faculty and staff  on campus dur-
ing the past month to talk about the 
college’s current fi nancial situation. 
At the faculty meeting, Rountree said 
the college will have both horizontal 
and vertical cuts — cuts that occur 
across schools and departments as 
well as within them.
“In the [horizontal] model, fund-
ing is either added or reduced from 
every budgetary expense at the same 
percentage, often called an across-
the-board funding or cutting plan,” 
Rountree said. “In the [vertical] 
model, funds are added or reduced 
… based on a thoughtful strategy 
that makes sure that the strongest, 
most important activities are sup-
ported. Th e global fi scal crisis may 
force us to adjust our funding over 
several years.”
 Th ere has been no formal meet-
ing with students, but Student Gov-
ernment Association President and 
senior Cornell Woodson said two 
“Q&A” discussion sessions with 
SGA and President Tom Rochon are 
scheduled for 8:15 p.m. Tuesday and 
Feb. 24 and are open to all students.
 Stan Seltzer, associate professor 
and chair of mathematics and of facul-
ty council, said he thinks the adminis-
tration was as transparent as possible 
in presenting what information they 
did have but a great deal of uncertainty 
remains among faculty because many 
decisions have not been made.
“Th ere are people that are con-
cerned about their program — it’s not 
just they’re thinking about themselves. 
Th ey are genuinely concerned about 
the department they are involved in 
and their students,” he said. “I think it’s 
fair to say there is anxiety, and depend-
ing on where you sit that anxiety is 
based on somewhat diff erent things.”
Asma Barlas, professor and pro-
gram director of the Center for the 
Study of Culture, Race and Ethnicity, 
also said numbers presented at the 
meetings were clear — but what isn’t 
clear, to her or other faculty she has 
spoken with, is the process or set of 
priorities with which these cuts and 
decisions will be made.
“It is one thing to say, ‘We’re all 
in this together, and it’s going to im-
pact every program,’ and it’s quite 
another to be told what sort of tem-
plate they’ll be using to decide which 
are the most important programs in 
the college,” she said. “I don’t think 
the administration has much of a 
lead time here. … We need to hear 
a clear pronouncement about the 
intellectual priorities.”
Today, the Board of Trustees will 
act on the college’s proposed 2009-10 
budget. Rochon will present a pro-
posal to the board, one he said keeps 
the percentage increase of tuition as 
low as possible. 
Sgrecci said there are several 
projected needs that will have to be 
funded by taking money away from 
other parts of the operating budget. 
Th ose needs, totaling about $11 mil-
lion, include about $4.9 million to 
off set the revenue loss from an es-
timated 240 fewer students overall; 
a $3.8 million dollar increase in fi -
nancial aid, part of a plan to increase 
the percentage of tuition covered by 
fi nancial aid for the average student 
from 34 to 36.1 percent; an addition-
al $870,000 for all-campus wireless 
Internet; a decrease of $750,000 in 
investment income and a $575,000 
increase in costs of some of the col-
lege’s letters of credit. 
Rochon and Sgrecci declined to 
discuss any other part of the proposal 
in detail. While the college has not 
pursued options like salary caps, hir-
ing, tuition or building freezes, Rochon 
said they are not off  the table.
“Th e awkwardness of this mo-
ment is that we have made a proposal 
to the Board of Trustees, but we are 
not at liberty to discus the details,” 
Rochon said. “Th e proposal includes 
a statement that we will make cuts of 
a certain magnitude, but it does not 
say where they’ll be. … We are fi gur-
ing that out later.”
Rochon said deans are in the pro-
cess of preparing the cuts, including 
which areas will get priority over oth-
ers. Th ey will be making recommenda-
tions to the provost, he said, and those 
recommendations will be discussed at 
the president’s council level.
“We are talking about the aca-
demic cuts, but the vice presidents 
are each doing the same thing in their 
areas, I’m doing the same thing in my 
area,” Rochon said.
Sgrecci said the college is sen-
sitive to its students, as well as the 
needs of faculty, staff  and their de-
partments, but also said the com-
munity should see the actions taken 
in the coming months as a perma-
nent “restructuring of the way we 
work.” What cuts are made, he said, 
are not likely to come back.
Rochon said during this crisis, 
some institutions will be in “big 
trouble,” or even disappear, and 
others will thrive. Th e diff erence, 
he said, depends on which institu-
tions can combine two traits: being 
fi scally prudent and making tough 
choices, and the ability to pursue the 
vision of the college instead of put-
ting it on hold.
“I’m determined that [we] be one 
of those places that thrive,” he said. 
“We are going to make very tough 
choices. … I expect some faculty 
to say because their area has not been 
favored that we are ‘abandoning our 
mission.’ Th ere will be a lot of rhetoric, 
but we are going to make those choic-
es, and at the same time we’re going to 
fi nd the money necessary to pursue 
our vision of academic excellence.”
Community seeks priorities from the top
From left, Brandon Barile, a staff member at the college, exchanges vows with his partner, 
Brandon, at their commitment ceremony last August at the First Unitarian Church.
COURTESY OF BRANDON BARILE
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FLUCTUATING ENROLLMENT With no apparent correlation between the number of students accepted and those who enroll, administrators 
are faced with diffi cult decisions.
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was supposed to expire in December 2008. She 
said she didn’t realize the extent of the problem 
until her classes were removed from Homer-
Connect during preregistration in November.
“I didn’t know anything about my classes 
being canceled until students were sending me 
e-mails saying they couldn’t get into my classes,” 
Ramlal-Nankoe said. 
Ramlal-Nankoe contacted her lawyer, Lynne 
Bernabei, based in Washington, D.C., and made 
arrangements to meet with Leslie Lewis, dean of 
the School of Humanities and Sciences, in late 
November. Ramlal-Nankoe said Lewis agreed to 
meet with her fi rst before she involved her law-
yer. At the meeting, Ramlal-Nankoe said Lewis 
confi rmed that she had closed her classes and 
off ered her release time for the spring semester, 
but she refused.
“If this is my last semester at Ithaca College, 
then I would like to teach,” she said.
She said they also discussed what Lewis told 
Ramlal-Nankoe were issues with her visa, an 
H-1B, used by a nonimmigrant with temporary 
employment in a specialty fi eld. Ramlal-Nankoe 
said she explained to the dean that the stipula-
tions of an H-1B allowed her to reclaim time 
she spent outside of the United States while 
employed under the visa. Since Ramlal-Nankoe 
had spent time in Europe, she would be able to 
reclaim enough time to stay employed until mid-
April, two weeks shy of the end of the semester.
Ramlal-Nankoe said Lewis agreed that a 
colleague could teach the last two weeks of her 
classes and reopened her classes on Homer.
But it was already too late, Ramlal-Nankoe 
said. Th e classes were reopened after most stu-
dents had already chosen their classes. She said 
there were only about 10 students signed up 
among her three classes.
Senior Rachel Reiber took Ramlal-Nankoe’s 
Introduction to Multicultural Studies class last 
semester. During winter break, she said, all of 
Ramlal-Nankoe’s students received an e-mail 
from Brian Scholten, the college’s registrar, who 
informed the students in her classes that they 
could not reach her and that, at that time, they 
were not sure what would happen with grades.
“Th e e-mail basically said we can’t get a hold 
of Margo, we’re going to do something about 
your grades,” Reiber said. 
She said she didn’t receive a grade for the class 
until just before the start of the spring semester. 
Ramlal-Nankoe said grades were submitted on 
her behalf but without her input.
Ramlal-Nankoe spent the winter break in the 
Netherlands  to extend her visa through the Dutch 
consulate. Because she was working under time 
constraints, Ramlal-Nankoe said, she left for the 
Netherlands before submitting her fall semester 
grades but intended to submit them abroad. She 
ran into technical problems the day her grades 
were due and found she couldn’t access the fi nal 
papers her students had e-mailed her. Ramlal-
Nankoe said she immediately contacted the Of-
fi ce of the Registrar, which informed her that she 
could submit her grades in paper form when she 
returned to the United States in January.
She said it wasn’t until she returned to cam-
pus Jan. 22 that she knew her classes had been 
canceled. Ramlal-Nankoe said then it was an-
other seven days until she received offi  cial word 
from Lewis, on Jan. 29, that her classes had been 
canceled because of low enrollment.
“My classes have always been full,” she said. 
“I’ve never had underenrollment before.”
Peyi Soyinka-Airewele, associate professor 
of politics at the college, accompanied Ramlal-
Nankoe to the meeting with the dean at Ramlal-
Nankoe’s request. She said she could not com-
ment on the specifi cs but said at the end of last 
semester she was hopeful Ramlal-Nankoe would 
end her year on a “high note” — teaching.
“I do understand the dean’s difficult po-
sition and administrative concerns,” she said 
in an e-mail. “But [I] regret that the decision 
and process eclipsed the other consider-
ations that might have made it possible for 
Margo to teach this semester.”
Bernabei said the confusion about her client’s 
visa was of the administration’s own making. She 
said the college told Ramlal-Nankoe they would 
not sponsor her to extend her visa until May. 
She said the college did not realize that Ramlal-
Nankoe would be able to teach in the country 
until April anyway. Bernabei said it is a “deliber-
ate attempt” to obstruct Ramlal-Nankoe’s work.
“Apparently this is quite a major issue now 
with professors that don’t yet have their green 
cards,” Bernabei said. “Colleges are using visa is-
sues against professors in illegal ways.”
Bernabei and Ramlal-Nankoe fi led a claim 
with the Equal Opportunity Employment Com-
mission, a government agency that deals with la-
bor discrimination cases and with the New York 
State Human Rights Commission. Bernabei said 
the commissions would conduct their own in-
vestigation to determine if the allegations might 
be true and to try to settle the dispute between 
the defendant and complainant before it goes to 
court. Th e process could take up to six months.
Ramlal-Nankoe said she believes this is just 
the latest attempt to push her out of the depart-
ment. She said this semester she noticed that her 
photo and small biography had been removed 
from a bulletin board in the sociology suite that 
lists all sociology professors. 
Judith Barker, professor and chair of the so-
ciology department, said she didn’t know why 
Ramlal-Nankoe’s name and photo would be re-
moved since she is still a part of the sociology 
department. She said she intends to replace the 
information on the bulletin board.
Ramlal-Nankoe said she will continue to 
hold offi  ce hours and remain a presence on 
campus. She said she has already been asked to 
guest lecture in a few classes, including Soyinka-
Airewele’s last Tuesday.
Your day is not 
complete without
The Ithacan ONLINE
Terminal year cut short
Margo Ramlal-Nankoe, assistant professor of sociology, gives a lecture in associate profes-
sor of politics Peyi Soyinka-Airewele’s Global Confl ict class on Feb. 5 in Textor Hall.
ALLISON USAVAGE/THE ITHACAN
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BY REBECCA WEBSTER
STAFF WRITER
Four students huddled around a 
laptop as they began their evening 
class Friday. Th ey watched a short fi lm 
and held a class discussion in the small 
room they occupied.
Th eir classroom was the Silent City 
Distro, a nook above Autumn Leaves 
Used Books  — not the average school 
or college. One of the four students, 
aged 14 to 31, was also the instructor.
Th e class is Introduction to An-
archist Studies, facilitated by Ithaca 
resident Ryan Clover, and it is just one 
of more than 30 classes taught by the 
Ithaca Freeskool, a decentralized net-
work of classes where knowledge is 
shared without a formal institution.
February marks the start of one 
of the Freeskool’s three-month-long 
sessions. Founded in spring 2007 by 
Ithaca residents Biz Miller and Dirk 
Trachy, the Ithaca Freeskool was an 
attempt to bring the community of 
Ithaca together and encourage the 
spread of knowledge and skills. Now, 
nearly two years later, the Freeskool 
continues to do just that.
Operating by the motto “No 
Grades, No Masters,” the Freeskool is 
not the normal student-teacher lec-
ture setting. “Teachers” are average 
Ithaca citizens with a specifi c skill or 
knowledge about something impor-
tant to the community, and “students” 
are those community members who 
wish to listen, learn and engage with 
others. Th e teachers aren’t paid, and 
students attend for free.
Ithaca is just one of many freesk-
ools located throughout the country 
and the world. Free Skool Santa Cruz, 
a well known freeskool in California, is 
one that Trachy had attended prior to 
Ithaca Freeskool’s beginning. His par-
ticipation in Santa Cruz and Miller’s 
knowledge of public education alter-
natives encouraged them to bring the 
idea back to Ithaca, Trachy said.
“It was really inspiring,” he said. 
“We ended up having a meeting at a 
friend’s house with a bunch of people 
and decided to [copy] the Santa Cruz 
freeskool’s reality, and here we are.”
Clover said the freeskool format is 
informal and each class depends on 
the subject and style of the teacher.
“For my class, I’m a facilitator,” he 
said. “Rather than teaching the class 
from a position of authority … I off er 
perspectives and readings and facili-
tate by asking questions and helping to 
maintain the balance of conversation.”
Th is philosophy of horizontal 
learning, in which instructor and stu-
dents alike participate equally with 
neither in an authoritative position, is 
one that many teachers in the freesk-
ool use to teach their classes.
Th e freeskool, or free school, move-
ment has its roots in Modern Schools, 
also called Ferrer Schools, formed in 
the early 20th Century in the United 
States. Modern Schools modeled 
themselves after la Escuela Moderna, 
an alternative school in Spain that was 
started by anarchist thinker Francisco 
Ferrer to teach students radical social 
ideas. Today, there are free schools in 
Great Britain, Australia, Canada and 
the United States. In New York state, 
there are free schools in Albany and 
New York City.
Josh Dolan, who teaches Sustain-
able Forestry 101, said this way of 
thinking is what makes the freeskool 
diff erent from a traditional setting.
“I feel like at a university setting it’s 
kind of like a top-down way of think-
ing about the world, and this is more 
horizontal and anarchistic,” Dolan 
said. “[Th e freeskool] puts everybody 
on the same level.”
Community bonding is another 
cornerstone of the Ithaca Freeskool. 
Miller said it gives people in Ithaca the 
chance to get to know each other and 
stay active in the community.
“It keeps people from being iso-
lated,” she said. “If you can meet with a 
group of people who are interested in 
the things you are interested in ... a lot 
of times they are people you wouldn’t 
even meet otherwise.”
People of all ages, from teenag-
ers to elderly, attend the freeskool 
classes. Th e classes, which are spread 
throughout public spaces of the Ithaca 
community, focus on topics specifi c to 
the greater Ithaca community, provid-
ing useful, do-it-yourself skills. Trachy 
said Ithaca’s environment allows this 
concept to fl ourish.
“Th ere are all these diff erent kinds 
of subcultures that are able to exist in 
the same space that really have a simi-
lar kind of ethic.”
Clover said education can happen 
anywhere there are people willing to 
and eager to learn.
“Th e Freeskool essentially just 
brings an understanding of what edu-
cation can be,” he said. “We are not 
treating education as a commodity 
to trade or sell … we see education as 
something everybody has to share.”
With its biggest term since its 
opening under way, the freeskool has 
become a place of motivation, one 
Clover said allows people to do and 
learn exactly what they choose.
 “It’s people being empowered to 
know that education can be free, that 
learning is for … the love of learning 
and that you can learn things just 
because you want to,” Clover said. “If 
you can be confi dent in that [then] 
you can be confi dent in who you are, 
as a person who just wants to pursue 
their passions.”
For class schedules and informa-
tion about how to get involved, visit 
ithacafreeskool.wordpress.com.
From left, Ithaca residents Che Broadnax, Meghan Veracious, Ryan Clover and Max Taylor-Milner participate in the 
Ithaca Freeskool class Introduction to Anarchist Studies on Friday at the Silent City Distro on The Commons.
DAVID KORMAN/THE ITHACAN
Underground learning
Ithaca Freeskool allows community 
to collaborate and share knowledge
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Public Safety Incident Log SELECTED ENTRIES FROM JANUARY 21 TO JANUARY 25
KEY
CMC – Cayuga Medical Center
CCV – College Code Violation
DWI – Driving while intoxicated
IFD – Ithaca Fire Department
IPD – Ithaca Police Department
MVA – Motor vehicle accident
RA – Resident assistant
SASP – Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol
V&T – Vehicle and Transportation
Your Thursday 
is not complete 
without 
JANUARY 21 
SAFETY HAZARD
LOCATION: Center for Health Sciences
SUMMARY: Caller reported an odor caused 
people to feel ill. Odor was coming from a 
truck in the loading dock. Report taken. En-
vironmental Safety Specialist Mark Ross.
JANUARY 23 
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
LOCATION: East Tower
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported unknown per-
son damaged light fi xtures. Pending investi-
gation. Master Patrol Offi cer Donald Lyke.   
LARCENY
LOCATION: Visitor Lot
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported people with a 
road sign. Two people judicially referred for 
unauthorized possession of college property. 
Sergeant Ronald Hart. 
RECLASSIFICATION OF CRIME
LOCATION: Offi ce of Public Safety
SUMMARY: Incident originally reported 
Jan. 9 as harassment was reclassifi ed 
as third-degree assault. One person was 
judicially referred for assault, and two 
people were judicially referred for harass-
ment. Investigator Tom Dunn.   
CASE STATUS CHANGE
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for criminal possession of stolen property in 
reference to incident reported this date at 
the Ithaca College Bookstore. Patrol Offi cer 
Jeffrey Austin.
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE
LOCATION: J-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person with 
a sword. Offi cers identifi ed the weapon 
as a plastic toy sword. Pending investi-
gation. Patrol Offi cer Jeffrey Austin. 
CRIMINAL POSS. OF STOLEN PROPERTY
LOCATION: Bookstore
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown 
person attempted to use stolen gift 
cards. Pending investigation. Investiga-
tor Tom Dunn.  
JANUARY 24 
FOUND PROPERTY
LOCATION: Fitness Center
SUMMARY: iPod found and turned in to 
Public Safety. Unknown owner.  
ACCIDENTAL PROPERTY DAMAGE
LOCATION: Whalen Center For Music
SUMMARY: Caller reported a crack in win-
dow.  Report taken. Sergeant Terry O’Pray.
JANUARY 25
CCV/DISRUPTIVE/EXCESSIVE NOISE
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Two people judicially referred 
for noise violation. Sergeant Ronald Hart. 
FOUND PROPERTY
LOCATION: West Tower
SUMMARY: Cash found and turned over 
to Public Safety. Unknown owner.  
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported three people 
were judicially referred for underage pos-
session of alcohol and providing alcohol 
to minors. Sergeant Terry O’Pray. 
FOR THE COMPLETE SAFETY LOG, 
go to www.theithacan.org/news
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PLANNING 
FOR THE FUTURE
 Without a focused academic mission, 
faculty and staff  are left to weather 
the approaching economic crisis alone 
Ithaca College is in trouble: Th e economy has come knocking on its doors. At this time we are not sure how the administration is going to handle it. Th ere 
will be cuts — cuts that start at the dean’s level and cuts 
that may include jobs. As the administration enters 
a late meeting with the Board of Trustees today, it 
should remember that examining numbers and charts 
is just a small part of the solution. Th e administration 
needs to focus on articulating and identifying what will 
distinguish the college from other institutions of higher 
learning. Having a clear vision from the top will help 
recruitment eff orts in the push for steady enrollment 
numbers and will give guidance to deans deciding 
what to trim in budget cuts.
According to Carl Sgrecci, vice president of fi nance 
and administration, the administration hopes to com-
bat the economic downturn by banking on an enroll-
ment of 1,600. Th is is a high number, one that the col-
lege was unable to reach last year, only enrolling 1,441 
students. Th e math is simple: Fewer students equals 
fewer dollars. A single student is worth $20,000 per 
year to the operating budget, so just 50 fewer students 
in the upcoming freshman class means $1 million 
the college would have to do without. President Tom 
Rochon, Provost Kathleen Rountree and Sgrecci have 
so far failed to make public what happens when the 
college doesn’t hit that number. Th e fact is that all in-
stitutions of higher learning are expecting enrollment 
numbers to drop. Th at was before the crisis, and now 
even fewer students can aff ord a private education. 
Th ough it’s hard to be specifi c about a plan of ac-
tion before the Board of Trustees’ meeting, the only 
contingency plan coming from the administration at 
this time are “horizontal” and “vertical” cuts. Vague, 
unclear language does nothing to prepare the campus 
community. Not only do the faculty and staff  not 
understand what the implications of these cuts are, but 
it is also clear that the administration does not either. 
Th is can only create panic.
Th e fi rst step that should be taken by Rochon is 
making public his fi ndings from the strategic visioning 
process. Rochon has promised a presentation in order 
to help steer deans during the diffi  cult decision-making 
process of cutting costs. Conclusions found from his 
discussion will be presented campuswide next week. 
His foresight to begin the listening sessions is com-
mendable, but the fi ndings need to be summarized 
and used immediately. What he has learned about the 
college and its community will only help shape a new, 
clearer mission statement that can be used to focus the 
college in the upcoming months. Th e faculty council 
is also encouraged to continue an open dialogue 
with the administration. Acting as a liaison between 
individual schools and faculty will foster the program-
specifi c conversations that need to take place as cuts 
start. Faculty and staff  members need to have honest 
discussions with their respective deans so they can 
have input on what should be saved from budget cuts. 
Th e college’s openness with tuition numbers and 
possible outcomes is appreciated, but these are just 
tools, and someone needs to know how to use them. 
Th e next fi ve years will be the beginning of a new 
chapter in the college’s history. It is not enough to have 
these numbers and to say their implications are under-
stood. Th ese projections need to ignite a campuswide 
eff ort to reshape the college’s intellectual vision. Th is is 
the fi rst crisis Rochon has had to face, and it is the col-
lege’s most important crisis in recent history. Rochon 
needs to act immediately and take charge. Th e campus 
community is willing and ready to do whatever pos-
sible to help “restructure” this institution’s academic 
foundation, but it needs clear, concrete leadership that 
can only come from an honest look at its weaknesses.
SPEAK YOUR MIND. Write a letter to the editor ithacan@ithaca.edu250 words or less, e-mailed or dropped off by 5 p.m. Monday in Park 269 
SNAP JUDGMENT
“YEAH, I’M AUDITIONING FOR SUMMER THEATER, 
BECAUSE I’M AN ACTOR.” 
RYAN DENARDO ’10 MUSICAL THEATER
“I HAVE A JOB ALREADY THAT I’LL PROBABLY WORK AT OVER 
THE SUMMER, BUT NO INTERNSHIPS OR SERIOUS JOBS.” 
ANNE TREGEA ’09 SOCIOLOGY AND 
GENDER STUDIES
“ YES AND NO, I HAVE A JOB AT HOME THAT I’LL PROBABLY 
DO FOR A LITTLE WHILE AFTER GRADUATION, AND THEN 
HOPEFULLY GET A REAL JOB AFTER THAT.” 
SHANA DAHLIN ’09 CULTURE AND COMMUNICATION
“YEAH, FOR MY MAJOR WE’RE SUPPOSED TO DO AN 
INTERNSHIP, AND SO, I HAVE ONE SET UP FOR THE SUMMER. 
IT’S JUST TWO WEEKS, AND IT’S GOING TO BE AT 
A HOSPITAL.” 
LAURA RENNER ’10 CLINICAL EXERCISE SCIENCE
“NO, I’M THINKING OF GOING STRAIGHT TO THE WORK-
FORCE ONCE I GRADUATE. I GOT A COUPLE OF INTERNSHIPS 
THROUGH INDEPENDENT STUDIES AT A SMALL STUDIO THAT 
OPENED UP NEAR THE COMMONS THAT SCREENS FILM 
WORK AND WHATNOT.” 
WRIGHT RICKMAN ’09 PLANNED STUDIES
Real World
Do you plan on 
getting a job or 
an internship 
this summer?
ALL OPINIONS EXPRESSED do not necessarily refl ect those of The Ithacan. To write a guest commentary, contact Opinion Editor Lindsey Hollenbaugh at 274-3208.
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KENDRA SUNDAL
 INSIDE 
THE 
DIVIDE
KENDRA SUNDAL is a senior 
politics major. E-mail her at 
ksundal1@ithaca.edu.
GUEST COMMENTARY
Today we celebrate the 200th birthday of Charles Darwin, the scientist who brought the 
world irrefutable evidence of evolu-
tion and introduced natural selection, 
the process by which it occurs. 
Darwin is the only scientist 
who we honor with a day, despite 
many others who made signifi cant 
discoveries. 
His work had 
the greatest 
impact because 
it provided an 
evidence-based 
alternative to 
belief-based 
views on the 
origins of life. 
In 1831, at 
22, Darwin was hired as companion 
to the captain of a British sailing 
vessel, whose task was to survey the 
coast of South America. When Dar-
win left on this fi ve-year voyage, he 
shared the prevailing view of his time 
that Earth’s variety of life forms had 
been placed by God in their present 
form. During the voyage, Darwin as-
sumed the role of ship’s naturalist. His 
observations served as the basis for 
the 1859 publication “Origin of Spe-
cies,” in which he detailed the fi ndings 
that catalyzed his realization that 
organisms change over time. Th ough 
renown for his work on the Galapa-
gos Island fi nches, Darwin’s observa-
tions of fossils along the eastern coast 
of South America had an immediate 
impact on his views. Th ere he found 
fossils of giant ground sloths and ar-
madillos, absent from the present-day 
fauna, but strikingly similar to smaller 
modern versions. Darwin’s interpre-
tation that these extinct animals were 
ancestors of the present-day forms 
was at least as reasonable as the idea 
that God had placed them there sepa-
rately. In “Origin of Species,” Darwin 
also introduced natural selection.
In natural selection, a life form 
less suited to an environment either 
dies before reproducing or reproduc-
es less than a better-suited version. 
Consequently, in time a population 
will contain more of the better-suited 
form. Th e environment determines 
the direction of change. Today, we 
observe many examples of natural 
selection including the emergence 
of antibiotic-resistant bacteria and 
drug-resistant HIV. Understanding 
the evolution of disease and develop-
ing appropriate treatments is one 
example of the importance of this 
concept in our everyday lives. 
It is puzzling that after 150 years 
of scientifi c corroboration of Darwin’s 
ideas, recent legislation undermin-
ing the teaching of evolution in U.S. 
schools has been proposed in seven 
states by creationists — proponents 
of belief-based views on life’s origins. 
Creationists have challenged the 
teaching of evolution ever since the 
trial of science teacher John Scopes 
in 1925 in Tennessee. Creationism’s 
changing titles have been “scientifi c 
creationism” in the 1970s, “intel-
ligent design” in the 1980s and, most 
recently, “academic freedom.” Current 
legislative proposals contend that 
evolution and natural selection lack 
signifi cant scientifi c support. By pre-
senting evolution as a theory in crisis, 
supporters hope to open the door for 
the teaching of creationism alongside 
or in place of evolution in America’s 
science curriculum.
It is perhaps imperative then, 
given the perseverance of creationism 
in the U.S., that we celebrate Darwin 
and the importance of his ideas to sci-
ence and society today. Indeed, many 
religious organizations recognize 
that there is no confl ict between the 
acceptance of evolutionary processes 
and the existence of faith. Religion 
has a role to play in the celebration of 
Earth’s diversity. In Darwin’s words, 
“Th ere is grandeur in this view of life 
… from so simple a beginning endless 
forms most beautiful, most wonder-
ful have been, and are being, evolved.” 
SUSAN SWENSEN is a professor and 
chair of the biology department. 
E-mail her at sswensen@ithaca.edu.
Darwin’s contributions aff ect everyday life
On Tuesday, Jan. 20, several millions of spectators poured into the heart of Washington to witness the presidential 
inauguration of President Obama. Th e story lead-
ing to Obama’s presidency is without question 
one to inspire. Obama was 
born in Honolulu to a Kansas 
native and a Kenyan immi-
grant. He was a Columbia 
University graduate and a 
Harvard-educated lawyer who 
later dedicated his scholarly 
attributes to civil service. He 
then became the second black 
senator to have been elected 
since Reconstruction.  Being 
inaugurated as the 44th president of the United 
States of America has only added to the remarkable 
legacy that Obama will leave for his children and 
the children of America. I began to question the 
meaning of change and how it applied to our fi rst 
black president, after his inauguration. Th ere were 
several other black politicians who helped shape 
the political climate such that a black candidate 
could be successful. It is important to remember 
these two candidates during black history month, 
Shirley Chisholm and the Rev. Jesse Jackson. Both 
have had a profound impact on Obama’s success.
During Chisholm’s campaign in 1972, she made 
her mark as the fi rst African-American woman to 
have been elected to Congress and the fi rst African-
American to run for president. In a time when 
the idea of an African-American in offi  ce was not 
widely accepted, Chisholm ran against impossible 
odds. She denounced notions of running solely as 
the black candidate or the female candidate, but as 
a one who would be regarded as serious. Her mes-
sage unifi ed hundreds of prominent black organiza-
tions within the U.S. She also created opportunities 
for women. Furthermore, her supporters consisted 
of a wide range of voters who varied both ethnically 
and demographically. Th ough she lost the Demo-
cratic bid, she was the fi rst black politician to have a 
signifi cant infl uence at the Democratic Convention. 
Chisholm’s campaign served as an excellent model 
from upon which Obama could build his success.   
Civil rights activist Jackson would succeed a 
second and third attempt for the Democratic bid in 
1984 and 1988. During his fi rst campaign in 1984, 
Jackson beat the odds by winning 21 percent of 
the popular vote and a total 3,282,431 votes during 
the primaries. He was willing to continue against 
impossible odds. Americans who had watched 
Jackson run in 1984 developed confi dence in him 
as a candidate in 1988. His second attempt gained 
him 6.9 million votes during the primaries. What 
he was able to accomplish solidifi ed the possibility 
for an African-American to become president. 
Th rough a 40-year process, these politicians 
risked their careers and reputations in hope that 
one day someone would be able to defy the status 
quo. Th e presidency of Obama marks a new era. 
Change is not solely the accomplishment of one 
shining individual, but the result of many joined 
in a collaborative eff ort. Obama is not alone in his 
commitment to change. He will be helped by other, 
lesser-known contributors in his strive for progress. 
CARA LAWTON is a junior communications 
management and design major. E-mail her at 
clawton1@ithaca.edu.
Black History Month should refl ect on political gains
GUEST COMMENTARY
Trying to break 
label barriers
Diversity. It’s a loaded word, and one that I’ve been asked to write about in the 
coming weeks. I was curious why 
others believed I was qualifi ed for 
the role. One person suggested I 
am somehow in touch with “that 
community” on campus. Since 
then, I’ve been contemplating what 
“that community” means. I un-
derstand diversity to exist in many 
forms, characterized by multiple 
diff erences within our society and 
our world. Still, my roommates and 
I agreed “that community” likely 
meant that I was known to have 
many African-American friends, 
including the one who recom-
mended me for this column.
Already this characteriza-
tion, if we assume it to be true, is 
problematic. I am a white woman 
from Wisconsin. I have no preten-
sions about understanding the 
“black experience.” I do, however, 
believe that I made a decision as a 
child not to let the color of my skin 
prevent me from crossing socially 
constructed boundaries. I don’t like 
to be told what is acceptable be-
havior for a white, blond American 
female. Each adjective comes with 
its own social constructs; I do my 
best to avoid adhering to these on 
principle. I imagine my tendency 
to disregard society’s stereotypes 
probably factored into my friend’s 
recommendation. I’m not comfort-
able fi tting into any one category, 
and my social life refl ects that.
To say I’m in touch with 
“that” community could mean 
any number of groups in my life. 
I tend to fl oat between diff er-
ent groups of friends. For years I 
would plan at least two diff erent 
birthday parties for myself, one 
for each group of friends. At 16, I 
decided that was silly and invited 
everyone to the same party; they 
split into factions, forcing me to 
travel between the self-segregated 
groups. Every day at Ithaca feels 
like that birthday party.
Ithaca claims to be a “diverse 
community” but in practice ap-
pears to have become a contradic-
tion in terms. Across campus it is 
possible to view self-segregation: 
by school, by major, by race, by 
ethnicity — the list goes on. So 
what would the ideal “diverse” 
community look like? Each of us 
views diversity from a diff erent 
lens. For those raised in multi-
ethnic communities, Ithaca 
is a fairly homogenous sea of 
whiteness. For others, Ithaca may 
appear to be diverse. But we still 
need to question whether having 
diff erent people coexist qualifi es 
us as “diverse.” If that is the goal, 
then we may as well stop now. 
But we each have our own ideas 
of what constitutes diversity and 
what problems might be associ-
ated with the label. What ques-
tions should we be asking when it 
comes to diversity on our campus, 
and more generally in the world 
at large? We need a real dialogue, 
and it may as well start here.
SUSAN SWENSEN
Charles Darwin, the father of natural selection, would have been 200 years 
old today. He is celebrated for his irrefutable evidence of evolution.
SOURCE: HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CARA LAWTON
John Rawlins hangs signs on the African-Latino Society board to advertise Black History Month 
events on campus last February. Similar events will be held this year throughout the month.
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BY MARIANNE DABIR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Sophomore Jessica Carp lists designer 
names such as Chanel, MAC, Bobbi Brown, 
Benefi t and NARS as her favorite cosmetic 
brands. But when it comes to mascara, she 
buys exclusively from drugstores. 
“I tried a couple of mascaras from depart-
ment stores, but none of them worked for me, 
so I just started going for the drugstore kind,” 
she said. 
Right now, her favorite is Intense-XXL from 
Maybelline, a mascara that coats eyelashes with 
a white basecoat and a black topcoat.
In November 2008, Th e New York Times 
reported cosmetic sales were up 40 percent. 
Th is jump is consistent with the Lipstick Index, 
a concept originated by Estée Lauder’s Leonard 
Lauder, that says cosmetic sales rise when fi -
nances fall.
As the industry grows, high-end cosmetic 
brands continue to make promises about their 
products and for the most part they do deliver, 
said Holly Siegel, the beauty director of NYLON 
magazine. But Siegel said shoppers shouldn’t 
buy into the designer makeup hype too quickly 
before looking into less expensive counterparts. 
“A lot of people don’t know that the research 
and development of a drugstore product is actu-
ally quite extensive,” she said. 
Th e low-cost variable, combined with the 
need to suit many diff erent skin types, means 
every product available in a drugstore is the 
result of intensive testing.
Since high-end products are 
often designed to suit specifi c skin 
types or complexions, less prod-
uct development is required 
for those products than 
their inexpensive coun-
terparts. Siegel said in 
terms of their basic 
ingredients, most 
beauty products are essentially created equal. 
“Th e biggest diff erence between a designer 
eye shadow and a drugstore one is usually that 
the designer one is more fi nely milled, so it’ll 
crease less,” Siegel said. “Other than that, it’s the 
same ingredients, the same pigments and pretty 
much the same product.” 
She said doing a little product research goes a 
long way when deciding to spend or splurge. For 
example, Lancôme’s Juicy Tubes lip gloss costs 
approximately $14 at the makeup counter and 
L’Oréal Paris’ Color Juice lip gloss goes for half as 
much at the drugstore. Both produce the same 
eff ect, have almost identical ingredient lists and 
are made by the exact same company, since the 
Lancôme brand is owned by L’Oréal Paris.
“Th e educated shopper should be able 
to fi nd what they like at a drugstore,” Siegel 
said. “Th ings like blush, mascara, eye shadow, 
lip gloss and nail polish are just a few of the 
things you can buy for a lot less without com-
promising on quality.”
Th ough the promise of a similar product for 
less is tempting, sophomore Joanna Cook said 
she is still skeptical. Cook purchases “fun stuff ,” 
such as bright eye shadow and fl ashy lip gloss, at 
a drugstore but buys the basics (concealer, blush 
and eyeliner) from makeup counters.  
“If I’m paying that much more for makeup at 
a department store, there has to be a reason why,” 
she said. 
But a higher price tag doesn’t necessarily 
mean higher quality, Siegel said. 
“What you’re really paying the most for is 
the great packaging, the customer assistance, 
the atmosphere of the store and, of course, 
the brand name,” she said.
Many high-end cosmetic companies care-
fully design packaging to give each line a distinct 
“look” and create a visual appeal for customers. 
But Siegel said the aim of drugstore brands such 
as Revlon, Covergirl and Maybelline to cre-
ate the best products for the best prices often 
means “cutting corners on sexy packaging or 
sexy ingredients.”
In certain cases, buying from a department 
store makeup counter may be the best option. 
Th ose with specifi c skin care needs or anti-aging 
concerns will likely benefi t from the overall po-
tency of high-end products, Siegel said. 
Still, high-quality foundation and moistur-
izers can come at drugstore prices. Dr. Kim-
berly Silvers, a dermatologist at Ithaca Der-
matology, often recommends Neutrogena and 
Olay products to her patients. She said it isn’t 
necessary to spend much on skin care because 
designer brands tend to mark up prices con-
siderably in order to cover expensive packag-
ing and marketing. 
“Products from these brands [such as Neu-
trogena and Olay] are usually developed in part 
by dermatologists,” Silvers said. “Over the past 
decade these brands been able to refi ne and de-
velop ingredients to make them more eff ective 
and more aff ordable.” 
Ingredients aside, department store cos-
metics counters have an edge over drugstore 
makeup aisles in 
that products are on 
display for potential 
buyers to test.
Sophomore Leighann 
McGlone spent last summer 
working as a sales associate for 
Clinique, a popular brand with a fo-
cus on skin care, at a Macy’s department store 
outside of Albany, N.Y. To her, paying extra 
for designer makeup is justifi ed by the cus-
tomer service shoppers receive. 
“When you’re in CVS, you’re kind of just 
winging it because you can’t open it up to see 
how it looks on your skin,” McGlone said. 
“Th ere’s also no one there to help you, or to tell 
you more about the product, or to show you how 
it works.” 
At a time when many students are cutting 
luxury items out of their budgets, makeup afi cio-
nados shouldn’t stress about skimping on quality 
cosmetics. As it turns out, a little research can go 
a long way. By making some compromises be-
tween high-end and drugstore items, students 
can make sure their makeup bags don’t suff er.
From left, Dr. Kimberly Silvers, a dermatologist at Ithaca Dermatology, describes benefi ts of the 
Clinique Medical skin care line to Bobbi Jo Rockwell, LP, on Tuesday in Silvers’ offi ce.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
GET-GORGEOUS GUIDE NYLON magazine beauty director Holly Siegel recommends quality products for any budget.
SAVE
Maybelline Great Lash mascara, $5
“A tried and true classic,” Siegel said.
Drugstores
CoverGirl Outlast Lipstain, $8
The long-lasting lipstain comes in a Sharpie-like 
pen, which Siegel said makes it easy to apply.
Drugstores
Boots No. 7 Soft and Sheer Tinted Moisturizer, 
$11.99
“It’s incredible, high-quality makeup,” Siegel said.
Target
SPEND
MAC Single Eye Shadow, $12
Siegel said the highly pigmented powder applies 
evenly and blends well.
Nordstrom
NARS Makeup Primer with SPF, $33
The lightweight cream formula helps reduce 
redness and infl ammation, Siegel said.
Saks Fifth Avenue
Bobbi Brown Copper Diamond Shimmer Brick, $40
Siegel said this bronzer blends fi ve different 
shades to create a warm golden-copper glow.
Barney’s New York
the difference
Professionals analyze
discrepancies between cheap 
and pricey beauty products
Sophomore L
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ation, 
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ce.
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This week’s hits and misses
Hot or Not
Hot
The Performances
Coldplay rocked the stage with their 
“Sergeant Pepper jackets,” Jennifer 
Hudson made an emotional tribute to 
her family and U2 opened the show with 
a bang. The performances were truly the 
reason to watch the broadcast, mostly 
to see if the artists were any good live. 
And they were. They even provided new 
pairings, like Taylor Swift and Miley Cyrus 
collaborating, Paul McCartney’s perfor-
mance with Foo Fighters’ front man Dave 
Grohl and Justin Timberlake joining Al 
Green and Boys II Men with Keith Urban 
on guitar.
Lukewarm
The Awards
Obviously, this is an awards show, and 
awards are the whole point of watching 
the telecast. So watching the groups 
give their speeches after winning one 
(or multiple) awards is always a treat. 
Perhaps the most charming speech was 
Best Country Group Performance winner 
Sugarland, who genuinely thanked 
Paul McCartney, their families and their 
fans after a sweet surprise. Even better 
was the transition from live performance 
to award, with the presenters doing a 
specifi c routine and then leading straight 
into the presentation of the next 
award afterwards.
Not
The Jonas Brothers and Stevie Wonder
To take one of the most famous funk 
music legends and put him on stage 
with a group of off-key Disney teenybop-
pers performing “Burnin’ Up” is a sin. 
But letting the Jo Bros sing with Wonder 
again on the groundbreaking “Supersti-
tion” is an offense too great for words. 
Unfortunately, the Recording Academy 
allowed both and put the four on stage 
for fi ve minutes of pure torture for the 
viewers. It is understandable that the di-
rectors of the show want to appeal to a 
broader audience, but this performance 
appealed to no one.
Staff Writer Alexandra Palombo recaps 
the best and worst moments of the 
Grammy Awards. 
thursday
Amor: Then and Now, a 
faculty presentation hosted 
by Professor Sabatino Magli-
one on how love got its name, 
will start at 7 p.m. in the First 
Floor Lounge of Terrace 11. 
My [not so] Funny 
Valentine, music based 
on poems written by Ithaca 
College students, will start at 
6:30 p.m. at the Handwerker 
Gallery at Ithaca College. 
friday
The Vagina Monologues, a 
play based off of real women’s 
stories about femininity, will 
show from 8 to 10:30 p.m. in 
Emerson Suites and will run 
through Feb. 15.
In Search of a Midnight 
Kiss, a fi lm directed by Alex 
Holdridge, will play from 
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. in Wil-
lard Straight Hall at Cornell 
University. Admission ranges 
from $4 to $6.50.
saturday
SufferJets Sweet & Tart 
Valentine’s Day Party, fea-
turing The Sutras, will start at 
9 p.m. at Castaways. Admis-
sion is 2 for $20 in advance 
or $15 each at the door.
Sim Redmond UnPlugged 
Valentine’s Day Show will 
take place at 6 p.m. at The 
Lost Dog Café.
sunday
Mardi Gras Party, featuring 
Li’l Anne and Hot Cayenne 
Zydeco Band, an eclectic 
Caribbean-styled band, will 
take place from 2 to 5 p.m. 
at Oasis. Admission is $10.
”
People wanna label me and throw that on me 
all the time, but I’m so secure with my manhood.“quoteunquote
hot
dates
Kanye West to MTV Monday on posing in Paris sporting 
“gay” fashion.
Modern-day beach boys
From left, Jon Hilton, John Simon and Fred Koslov, all of Radio London, strum on their guitars Sunday night at Oasis. The beach-themed 
party warmed up Ithaca locals with the band’s Hawaiian sounds. Hilton is a lecturer for the Roy H. Park School of Communications.
LAUREN DECICCA/THE ITHACAN
CONSUMER BLOG LEAVES USERS 
FEELING BLUE — AND LOVING IT!
Tired of spending countless hours at depart-
ment stores looking for the perfect turquoise 
accessories? Well now there is fi nally a blog 
that does all that dirty work. “Everything Tur-
quoise” provides its color spectrum-
challenged readers with links 
to the latest in turquoise 
fashion and decor. It also 
strives every day to prove that 
there is no topic too specifi c, 
or boring, to blog about.
  — Michelle Barrie 
blogweekof     the
BALBOA WANNABE RETURNS 
WITH NEW WORKOUT ROUTINEvideo
week
of the
Rocky is back, only this time he is not in 
Philadelphia. A European version of the 
ever-popular boxing underdog creates 
his own inspirational fl ash video. He 
uses dangling meat in grocery markets 
as punching bags. He does push-ups 
on the beach on top of women. He runs 
a marathon right through a McDonald’s 
dumping a soda on top of his head. 
A little random and a little clever, this 
video of a new “Rocky” is hilarious.
— Michelle Skowronek
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BY BRIANA PADILLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
After nearly two decades of re-
search all over the world, Ithaca Col-
lege lecturer Robert M. Ross came 
across a rare opportunity right in 
someone else’s backyard.
In 2000, Ross and his colleagues 
at the Paleontological Research In-
stitute at the Museum of the Earth 
received a phone call from land-
owners who had found mastodon 
bones on their property.
Th e bones were found by Robert 
Moff et of North Java, N.Y., a town 
east of Buff alo. PRI quickly coor-
dinated a reconnaissance trip and 
excavation. Ross helped collect and 
document paleontological and geo-
graphical information from the site. 
 PRI scientists found an excep-
tionally well-preserved mastodon 
skeleton estimated at 13,500 years 
old, which Ross said is relatively 
young for a fossil. 
Th e excavation attracted the no-
tice of Discovery Channel producers 
and was featured on an episode of the 
show “Mastodon in Your Backyard: 
Th e Ultimate Guide,” which aired in 
2001. Ross recently showed the epi-
sode in his History of Life on Earth 
class, and it brought back memories 
for at least one student.
“When I was a kid I was always in-
terested in dinosaurs, and [watching 
the show] was like exploring what I 
was interested in as a child,” said senior 
John Miller, one of Ross’ students.
As a paleontologist with 25 years 
of experience and the associate direc-
tor for outreach at the PRI, Ross is one 
of the nation’s leaders in formal earth 
science education, said Dr. Warren 
Allmon, director of the PRI.  
Ross received a bachelor’s degree in 
Geological Sciences from Case West-
ern Reserve University in Cleveland 
and a Ph.D. in Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences from Harvard University. He 
went on to a two-year post-doctoral 
fellowship at the University of Kiel in 
Germany, then spent four years as an 
assistant professor in the science de-
partment at Shizuoka University in 
Japan. Ross moved to Ithaca in 1997 
to join the PRI staff  and work on its 
educational outreach program. 
Most of Ross’ research centers on 
microscopic fossils from the tropical 
pacifi c. Specifi cally, he focuses on the 
evolution and biogeography of micro-
scopic crustaceans related to modern-
day crabs and lobsters.
“Microscopic fossils are available 
in large numbers, which makes them 
particularly useful,” he said.  
Th ough Ross said his career has 
been fascinating and rewarding, 
his passion lies in his work within 
the community. 
At the college, he teaches students 
how to make connections across dif-
ferent areas of natural history and 
helps them make sense of the world 
and their community. 
“He’s extremely knowledgeable,” 
Miller said. “It’s obvious he enjoys 
what he does.”
One of Ross’ goals as a lecturer 
is to instill in his students the desire 
to get involved by taking advantage 
of opportunities at the Museum of 
the Earth.
“Th ere are real-life applications 
of the skills students are developing 
which would benefi t the community 
while creating a meaningful real-world 
experience [for students],” he said.
Allmon said Ross’ dedication to 
education is also clear through his 
work as the associate director of out-
reach at PRI. 
“He’s totally committed to what he 
does,” he said. “He’s been here for 10 or 
11 years, and we’ve been the co-vision-
aries of a lot of what has happened.”
Recently, Ross’ dedication has 
brought on the broadening of PRI’s 
Outreach program. He and his col-
leagues at PRI have helped create a se-
ries of “Teacher-Friendly Guides” that 
help teachers bring earth sciences into 
the classroom. 
Ross said he strives to help people 
understand how the Earth works so 
they can make responsible decisions 
about how to use its resources. 
He also oversees projects to in-
volve teachers and students in pa-
leontological research. He is work-
ing with Cayuga Nature Center to 
create summer camps with earth 
science programs and with Cor-
nell’s Department of Education to 
introduce concepts of evolution 
and geologic time to teachers and 
students through the collection of 
authentic fossil data.
Ross said as a child, he spent 
hours searching for fossils and that 
passion has never left him.
“Th ere’s something exciting about 
that sense of discovery,” he said.
Ithaca College lecturer Robert M. Ross takes a hike in February 2006 in the Haleakala Crater in Maui, Hawaii, where 
he helped teach a course in Earth systems. Ross has more than 25 years of experience in paleontology.
COURTESY OF ROBERT M. ROSS
Professor digs deep to bring skills to the classroom
BY JONI SWEET
STAFF WRITER
Techno music played, and im-
ages of Europe were projected on a 
screen one December night in Pixel 
Lounge on Dryden Road. Some peo-
ple watched the slideshow, others lis-
tened to the digital melodies and many 
chatted and mingled. But everyone 
quieted down as English translations 
of poetry by Bosnian writer Sasha Sk-
enderija were read. 
“I had always wondered how it 
would feel / To survive an airplane 
crash / Chosen / By the mercy of a 
statistical paradox...” 
Skenderija can be found most days 
at the Cornell University Law Library, 
working as a research technology co-
ordinator, but his poetry is his pas-
sion. “I Had Always Wondered How 
it Would Feel” is just one of 69 poems 
published in Skenderija’s book, “Why 
the Dwarf Had to Be Shot,” published 
in November. 
On Saturday, Skenderija will read 
excerpts from the book at the Book-
ery II in the DeWitt Mall on North 
Cayuga Street. While the poet’s fi rst 
reading at Pixel was a multimedia 
show, Skenderija’s next reading will 
be more traditional, said Aaron Tate, 
lecturer in classics at Cornell, who 
helped translate a few of the poems 
and DJ-ed after the Pixel event. 
“[Th e Pixel reading] was very in-
teractive,” Tate said. “Th e Bookery 
II will be a great venue, too, because 
the poems deserve many hearings, 
and they will speak well in each con-
text. Pixel was much more of an ur-
ban club atmosphere.” 
While some of his poems are about 
love, appropriate for a Valentine’s Day 
reading, the audience can expect to 
hear poems that explore other topics, 
such as war, family and hope. 
“[Th e poems] are a kind of se-
lected autobiographical time line,” 
Skenderija said. 
Skenderija was born in Bosnia in 
1968. He wrote his fi rst poem at the 
age of 16 and was published in Yu-
goslavian literary journals in the late 
1980s. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Sarajevo with a bachelor’s 
degree in comparative literature 
and librarianship in 1991. In April 
1992, Serb forces besieged Sarajevo, 
targeting civilians and killing more 
than 12,000 people during the next 
four years. 
Th ese events, as well as others in 
Skenderija’s life, continue to infl uenc-
es his poetry.  
“Sometimes you write because 
you want to share a piece of the world 
with a person,” he said. 
Skenderija fl ed Sarajevo in Sep-
tember 1992 and spent seven years 
in exile in Prague. Th ere, he earned a 
doctoral degree in information stud-
ies and librarianship from Charles 
University. Looking for someone to 
translate his poetry, Skenderija got 
in contact with Wayles Browne, a lin-
guistics professor at Cornell, through 
mutual friends. Browne then became 
the principal translator for his poetry 
from Bosnian to English. 
“I knew his language, and I was in-
terested in the samples of his poetry,” 
Browne said. “I can’t say I like all kinds 
of poetry, but I like his.” 
Th ey communicated by e-mail for 
a few years before Browne fi nally trav-
eled to Prague in 1996, when he fi rst 
met Skenderija in person. A talkative 
and thoughtful Skenderija showed 
him around Prague as they discussed 
plans for future translations. 
“Talking with him is like playing 
tennis,” Browne said. “You have to 
keep tossing the ball back and forth.” 
Th ree years and several transla-
tions later, Browne helped Skenderija, 
his wife and their young daughter 
Mirna move to Ithaca.  
“Th ere is no other American city 
of this size that I would exchange 
Ithaca for,” Skenderija said.  
In 2008, after 15 years of work, 
Skenderija, Browne and a few other 
translators from Ithaca fi nally fi nished 
enough material for his book.
“Why the Dwarf Had to Be Shot” 
is split into three sections, each with 
poetry that relates to a diff erent time 
in Skenderija’s life. Th e fi rst section, 
“Nothing’s like in the Movies,” is 
about his life and feelings during the 
siege of Sarajevo. Skenderija said the 
second section, “Prague Practicals,” 
includes more poems from Sarajevo 
and about living in exile in Prague. 
Th e third part, “Loci Communes,” 
consists of three poems about his 
life in Ithaca.
Tate said Skenderija’s zest for life 
comes through in his writing.
“Sasha is extremely energetic and 
entirely engaged with living,” he said. 
“He is someone who has fully real-
ized the ability of the world and his 
own poetry.”
Sharing inspiration
Poet Sasha Skenderija takes a break from his work as a research technology coordinator Monday at the Cornell 
University Law Library. Skenderija will read excerpts from his recent book of poetry Saturday at the Bookery II. 
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN
Th rough poetry, Bosnian writer tells 
life story to international audiences
Listen to Skenderija 
recite his poetry at 
theithacan.org/
go/09poetry.
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Since October 2007, seven stu-
dents from Rochester’s Eastman 
School of Music calling themselves 
Th e Po’Boys Brass Band have been 
creating a new genre of New Or-
leans brass funk rock. Using jazz 
instruments to create an un-jazz-
like sound, Th e Po’Boys Brass Band 
will play at 9 p.m. Sunday at Cast-
aways with local band Th e Buddhi. 
Staff  Writer Sarah McCarthy spoke 
with trom-
bone player 
and found-
ing member 
Erik Jacobs 
about bring-
ing New Orleans fl avor to upstate 
New York, covering Led Zeppelin 
and fi nding a fan base that fi ts.
Sarah McCarthy: How did [the 
Po’Boys] form?
Erik Jacobs: I was in the Marine 
den in New Orleans, and I’ve al-
ways loved New Orleans music and 
funky brass-band stuff . Brass instru-
ments are like rock-star instruments 
[there]. [I thought], “Th at’s really 
cool!” ’cause I’m a classical trombone 
player. When I left the Marines and 
moved to Rochester to go to school 
at Eastman, I found a group of guys 
who were perfect for this. 
SM: What are your immediate and 
long-term career goals?
EJ: We are committed to a six-CD 
record deal with an indie label in 
Rochester called Black Dog Media 
Group Records, so we’re in it for the 
long haul. Our major goals are to 
spread the word, have a great time 
doing what we’re doing and hope-
fully get paid for it.
SM: What are your major infl uences 
as a band?
EJ: Parliament Funkadelic and Tow-
er of Power [are] big ones, but on the 
New Orleans side, we give props to 
Bonerama. Th ey’re a big-brass funk-
rock band with the same instruments 
as us. Dr. John, Professor Longhair, 
Buster Brother, New Orleans Cats, 
Zeppelin, Skynard — I love them.
SM: If you could collaborate with 
any artist, who would it be?
EJ: We were just accepted as an artist 
for the Rochester Jazz Fest this year, 
and we’re going to be playing right 
before Tower of Power. It’s exciting 
to have an opportunity to be in the 
presence of those guys. [It] would be 
cool if we got to jam with them.
SM: I know Rochester has a jazz 
scene [because of Jazz Fest]. What 
do you guys bring to that?
EJ: We bring that we’re not really a 
jazz band, but we use traditional jazz 
instruments. People see the trombone 
and the tuba, and think, “Th at must be 
some kind of jazz band.” But we play 
hard-core funk-rock stuff , Hendrix 
and Zeppelin — stuff  like that. 
SM: What do you think your biggest 
challenge as a band has been so far?
EJ: Our greatest strength and weak-
ness is that we’re a band that exists in 
all of these diff erent genres. We play 
everything from classic-rock covers 
to real fast funk stuff , to traditional 
New Orleans second line. If you’re 
an emo-punk band, then you’re go-
ing to go after the emo-punk crowd. 
If you’re a purely funk band, then 
you’re going to go after a purely funk 
crowd. Th e toughest thing is that we 
don’t really have a single crowd base 
that we can go after. We’re appeal-
ing to many crowds; the challenge 
is fi nding one target audience and 
sticking with it.
SM: What can Ithaca expect from 
your performance?
EJ: Th eir asses will be on fi re! No, 
I’m just kidding. Th ey can expect 
a lot of fun, something completely 
diff erent than anything they’ve ever 
heard before. Th e Buddhi is playing 
with us; they’re more mainstream 
funk rock. Typically, when we play 
for a new city and a new crowd, they 
see a guy come up on stage with a 
tuba, and they go, “What the heck 
is this?” And then when they hear 
us play, they love it. [Th e audience] 
needs to expect to dance and have a 
good time.
SM: What do you feel is the most 
rewarding part about being in the 
Po’Boys?
EJ: To get up on stage in front of a 
big group of people, to play your own 
music and have people really enjoy it, 
connect with it, and love it. I’ve played 
for presidents, I’ve played a lot of 
shows, had a lot of great experiences, 
and it just doesn’t get better than peo-
ple screaming for your music. It’s the 
greatest feeling in the world.
New Orleans music 
makes way to Ithaca
The Po’Boys pose with their instruments in May behind the Village Gate Square in Rochester, N.Y. The band’s funky and 
soulful sound is as unconventional as its ensemble of instruments — each piece compliments the band’s fl avor.
COURTESY OF BDMG RECORDS
Listen to tracks 
by the Po’Boys at 
theithacan.org/
go/09poboys.
18  The Ithacan ACCENT Thursday, February 12, 2009
BY WHITNEY FABER
STAFF WRITER
Gigi is a sweetly obsessive woman 
who looks for love in all the wrong 
places. Beth, a serious pragmatist, 
is waiting for her boyfriend of seven 
years to marry her. Janine is a perfec-
tionist trying to keep her life together 
as she watches her marriage crumble. 
Each of these women faces the fright-
ening truth of dating in the modern 
world — sometimes he’s just not that 
into you.
An insightful, 
witty and heart-
warming romantic 
fi lm, “He’s Just Not 
Th at Into You” is an 
adaptation of the 
2004 self-help book 
of the same title by 
Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo.
It opens with a narration from 
Gigi (Ginnifer Goodwin) who articu-
lates the real problem women face in 
relationships. From girlhood, women 
are taught if a boy is mean to her, it’s 
only because he likes her.  Women are 
conditioned to expect poor treatment 
from the men they date, Gigi says.  
“He’s Just Not Th at Into You” fol-
lows the stories of several women and 
men in varying types of classic rela-
tionships, as they balance what they 
have been taught with how they feel. 
Just like real life, it’s a circus act that 
often brings romantic dreams crash-
ing to the ground.
Th e characters range from Neil 
(Ben Affl  eck), the man who doesn’t 
believe in marriage, to Anna (Scar-
lett Johansson), the mistress who is 
sure her lover is leaving his wife. Th e 
characters’ stories weave in and out 
of each other’s relationships, with 
each connected to another through 
a friend or romantic relationship, 
similar to the linkage of characters 
in “Love Actually.”
Gigi, driven by a constant need 
for romantic happiness, spends her 
life cyber-stalking men and obsess-
ing over whether they will call. Th at 
is, until she meets Alex (Justin Long). 
As the fi lm’s voice of reason, Alex 
brings the book’s advice to life in 
the form of a charming and brutally 
honest friend. Long’s performance 
is wonderfully natural and innocent. 
Alex could come across as insensitive 
and smarmy, but Long portrays him 
as sweet and trustworthy.
Complementing Alex’s advice is 
that of Gigi’s loyal best friend Janine 
(Jennifer Connelly), who does her 
best to interpret the signs given by the 
men Gigi meets. 
Janine is the best friend every girl 
should have. She’s the fi rst to say how 
terrible a guy is after a breakup and 
the last to speak the truth that no girl 
wants to face. Connelly does a won-
derful job playing a supportive best 
friend who faces relationship prob-
lems of her own.
Every role in the fi lm was superb-
ly cast, as Jennifer Aniston convinc-
ingly plays Beth, a woman looking 
for a commitment from her long-
term boyfriend. Bradley Cooper eas-
ily becomes Ben, the twisted, cheat-
ing husband so insensitive it turns 
the audience’s collective stomach. In 
one scene, he chooses to confess his 
aff air to his wife in the middle of a 
Home Depot store.
Loyal fans of the book will not be 
disappointed, as the fi lm translates the 
book’s messages from text to screen 
in an interesting way. Intermittent 
bits of advice from nameless charac-
ters in a random interview style, simi-
lar to that of “Jerry Maguire,” make for 
some of the funniest and most helpful 
illustrations of the book’s message. 
“He’s Just Not Th at Into You” is 
entertaining yet down-to-earth. Th e 
situations are realistic, the advice is 
practical and each character’s story 
reminds audience members that 
sometimes it’s not you, it’s him.
 
“He’s Just Not Th at Into You” was 
written by Abby Kohn and Marc Sil-
verstein, and directed by Ken Kwapis.
Romantic comedy realizes relationship tips
‘You Found Me’ frays at the edges
From left, Alex (Justin Long) gives advice to hopeless romantic Gigi (Ginnifer Goodwin) in “He’s Just Not That Into You.” 
Gigi is one of several characters who make classic dating mistakes while trying to understand the opposite sex.
 COURTESY OF FLOWER FILMS 
BY JULIAN WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER
One key concept to understanding music, 
and life for that matter, is this: Eff ort does 
not always equal success. Such is the case 
with Th e Fray’s recently released self-titled 
LP. While it is quite evident that the Denver-
based quartet put a great deal of eff ort into 
the album, the record as a whole fails to leave 
any kind of impression on 
its listeners.
Th e album’s failure is 
Th e Fray’s lack of musi-
cal progression since the 
band’s last album, 2005’s 
“How to Save A Life.” At 
points, it’s almost as if 
Th e Fray had intended 
to simply replicate its previous LP. In a mu-
sical period where the new and the innova-
tive really stand out, Th e Fray’s latest eff ort 
is considerably bland and lackluster. Th e 
Fray’s pop-rock and emotional style of music 
sounds distinctly similar to everything that’s 
been played in that genre for the last decade. 
Lead vocalist and pianist Isaac Slade’s voice, 
while fi lled with an immense amount of feel-
ing, is often redundant and plain. Th ere is 
nothing about Slade’s singing that jumps out 
and grabs the listener’s attention or makes a 
song memorable. Th is, essentially, could sum 
up the album’s main problem.
There are, however, some shining lights 
on the album that showcase that The Fray 
put some deal of effort into its music and 
into this record. While too many of the 
songs seem to be made to primarily highlight 
whatever the lead singer has decided to say, 
some of Slade’s lyrics are fairly introspective 
and well thought out. It also helps that The 
Fray, despite being extremely predictable, 
has clearly good musicians who know how 
to play well together and off of each other. 
While Slade’s piano dominates the intro to 
songs like “Syndicate,” “Enough For Now” 
and “You Found Me,” guitarist David Welsh’s 
musical expertise shines in cuts like “Abso-
lute” and “We Build Then We Break.” Also, 
the melodies on tracks like “Happiness” and 
“Say When” are solid enough to catch any 
listeners’ attention, if only for a little bit.
While it can be assumed after listening 
to the Th e Fray’s latest album that the band 
attempted to create interesting new mate-
rial, it just does not come off  that way. For 
many listeners, the album will come off  as a 
replica — 10 monotonous songs that hardly 
seem to diff erentiate from any other music in 
the world right now or, frankly, their own. So 
while Th e Fray can probably be commended 
for spending four years working on new mu-
sic, the band cannot be commended for doing 
anything worthwhile with its record.
BY MONICA WATSON
STAFF WRITER
Uninspiring bands performing forgettable 
songs have plagued the typically cliché “emo” 
genre for the past few years. Saves the Day and Say 
Anything are two bands that 
have been able to break this ste-
reotype as they come together 
as Two Tongues. 
Fans would expect a collab-
orative album from the two to 
go above and beyond expecta-
tions. Two Tongues’ self-titled 
debut album as a whole presents 
contrasting vocal styles with strong moments. 
“Dead Lizard” is one of the strongest songs, 
with powerful vocals and a commanding 
guitar performance. 
Still, there are some songs that seem more like 
lyrical leftovers than the creative tunes fans would 
expect. “Come On” lacks any ingenuity and relies 
on annoying repetition. 
Th is is an album that fans of the two bands will 
enjoy, but it does not compare to each respective 
band’s separate work. 
Collaboration is faulty
FILM
REVIEW
“He’s Just 
Not That 
Into You”
Flower Films 
Our rating:
★★★★
ALBUM
REVIEW
The Fray
“You Found Me”
Sony
Our rating:
★★
ALBUM
REVIEW
Two Tongues
“Two Tongues”
Vagrant Records
Our rating:
★★½  
COURTESY OF VAGRANT RECORDS
COURTESY OF SONY
Uninventive lyrics cannot save heartfelt melodies
quickies
COURTESY OF CAPITAL RECORDS
COURTESY OF NEW LINE RECORDS
COURTESY OF ATO RECORDS / RED
“CHANGING HORSES”
Ben Kweller
Geffen
Kweller masters his country roots 
on his new album, “Changing 
Horses.” His voice is the perfect 
noise to relax or sing to, espe-
cially on “Old Hat.” 
COMPILED BY HALEY DAVIS
“IT’S NOT ME, IT’S YOU”
Lily Allen
Astralwerks
Lily Allen returns with her new 
album “It’s Not Me, It’s You.” The 
best tracks feature Allen’s sweet 
voice combined with fi erce lyrics, 
like “The Fear.” 
“HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU SOUNDTRACK”
Various Artists
Fueled By Ramen
This movie may be just another 
chick fl ick, but the soundtrack is for 
everyone. It features songs by My 
Morning Jacket, The Cure and even 
Scarlett Johansson herself. 
‘IF YOU STEAL MY SUNSHINE’
Len
This ultimate summer jam can 
brighten any rainy day. It is defi nitely 
a throwback, but with the weather 
surprisingly warming up, it fi ts.
—MICHELLE SKOWRONEK 
‘GET ON YOUR BOOTS’ 
U2
Strap on those dancing shoes and 
welcome back the legendary Irish 
rockers. A retro riff takes listeners 
back a decade to the band’s experi-
mental work.
‘MAYBE I WILL’
Julia Nunes
The ukulele YouTube sensation 
has taken over the Internet. Nunes 
provides her own backup vocals on 
the upbeat track. 
‘GREAT DJ’ 
Ting Tings
Whether at a party or walking 
around campus, this song is impos-
sible not to dance to. Its blend of 
British Dance beats with punk-rock 
lyrics keeps people moving.
COMPILED BY MICHELLE SKOWRONEK
Accent’s Oldie But Goodie
fileTracks we’ve got on repeat 
single
       TICKETSTUB
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VALID FRIDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
OUR RATINGS
Excellent ★★★★
Good ★★★
Fair ★★
Poor ★
‘Coraline’ elevates animation standards
BY BEN TIETZ 
SENIOR WRITER
Part of what makes animated 
fi lms such immersive, often amaz-
ing entertainment is the attention 
the fi lmmakers pay to the details 
of the fi lm’s universe. In most ani-
mated fi lms, every single visual as-
pect is created solely out of the art-
ist’s imagination, skill and passion. 
Whether the story is serviceable is 
sometimes beside the point; some-
times it is entertaining enough just 
to be bowled over by the consum-
mate command of the craft. 
Th ough its story is somewhat 
convoluted and 
the pacing is a 
decidedly mixed 
bag, Henry Selick’s 
“Coraline,” based 
on a novel by fan-
tasy master Neil 
Gaiman, is a sur-
prising and en-
grossing fantasia of the arcane and 
weird, constantly toeing the line be-
tween family-friendly entertainment 
and a menacing fairy tale out of a 
Brothers Grimm storybook. 
Selick’s fi lm feels particularly vi-
brant thanks mainly to the incred-
ibly tactile stop-motion animation 
reminiscent of the director’s previous 
works (“Nightmare Before Christ-
mas,” “James and the Giant Peach” 
and the incredibly underrated “Mon-
keybone”). Stop-motion is a particu-
larly pleasurable art form, not only 
because one can appreciate the years 
of work that went into its creation, but 
also because unlike computer anima-
tion, there is actually something there. 
“Coraline,” both the fi lm and the char-
acter, feels less like an artist’s render-
ing than something almost fl esh and 
blood. Th at is the director’s greatest 
piece of trickery.
Coraline Jones (voiced by Da-
kota Fanning) is a lanky, blue-haired 
young girl who has just moved from 
her seemingly idyllic home in Michi-
gan to a secluded pink house in the 
Oregonian forest with her distracted 
parents. Th e house is the one true iota 
of color in a monochromatically gray 
landscape. Her only companions are a 
coy black cat, a strange, idiosyncratic 
neighbor boy named Wybie (short for 
Why Born) and a doll made mysteri-
ously in her image. Th is doll will prove 
to be a key to solving the mystery 
behind a door hidden by her house’s 
wallpaper. One night, a mouse leads 
her to venture through the door which 
leads … to her house. 
Th is version of her house is just a 
little diff erent.  Her parents are there, as 
is Wybie, but with some crucial diff er-
ences; for one, they have buttons where 
their eyes should be. Also, the previ-
ously mentioned gray atmosphere is 
replaced by a kaleidoscopic spirit that 
would please any kid. Th ere are even 
entertaining versions of Coraline’s ec-
centric neighbors, a Russian acrobat 
with a circus of mice and two aging, 
terrier-loving, toff ee-obsessed Grand 
Dames of the theater. Everything is 
to Coraline’s liking, and a little too 
good to be true. It is not long before 
the Other Mother (voiced by Teri 
Hatcher) reveals her true intent in lur-
ing Coraline to her home.
Selick’s color palette feels far more 
naturalistic than is the norm for his 
work, and the movements and gestic-
ulations of his characters are smooth, 
but not too smooth. Selick is wise not 
to fall into the trap Tim Burton fell into 
with “Corpse Bride,” where the anima-
tion was so slick and glossy it might 
as well have been CG. Th e artifi ce is 
in plain sight, and it helps to create a 
more personal work.
But the artifi ce would not be so 
aff ecting if it were not for the story 
itself, which takes an unusual tack for 
a children’s fi lm. Instead of the usual 
spoon-fed message of empowerment 
and triumph and beauty-is-on-the-in-
side, “Coraline” emphasizes the beau-
ty of the ordinary by showing just how 
insidious the fantastic is. As silly as the 
fi lm may appear, it is a surprisingly 
mature fable about the tenuousness 
of human contact, how envy for the 
greener grass on the other side makes 
one disconnected from one’s roots. 
It is a fi lm about making do, which 
may seem depressing, but instead hits 
close to the bone, the way all good 
stories should.
“Coraline” was written and direct-
ed by Henry Selick.
 Stop-motion 3-D adventure defi nes home-sweet-home truism
From left, Other Mother (voiced by Teri Hatcher) and Coraline (voiced by Dakota Fanning) sit in the kitchen of 
Coraline’s “other” house where she slowly begins to see how creepy the Technicolor other realm is. 
COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES
‘The Reader’ captures old love
BY ALEXANDRA PALOMBO
STAFF WRITER
Boy meets girl, boy dates girl, girl disappears, 
boy meets girl again years later at her war crimes 
trial and fi nds out girl was a Nazi. Ah, the toils of 
summer love.
Th is, in a nutshell, is the plot of “Th e Reader,” 
based on the novel by Bernhard Schlink. As one of 
this winter’s three Holocaust-focused fi lms, “Th e 
Reader” had the diffi  cult task of standing out. It 
had to be engaging, and it had to stay true to the 
novel from which it is adapted. It also had to attract 
audiences, despite its limited release and anti-pop-
corn movie character. Luckily for moviegoers, “Th e 
Reader” is just as entertaining in the movies as it 
is in the book, making for a theatrical page-turner 
with emotional substance and talented actors that 
both Oscar voters and viewers crave.
Like all of its fellow Best Picture candidates, “Th e 
Reader” is told through fl ashbacks. A middle-aged 
Michael Berg (Ralph Fiennes) has grown distant 
from his daughter Julia (Hannah Herzsprung) and 
begins to fl ashback to his adolescence in 1940s Ger-
many. Th e main plot follows young Michael (new-
comer David Kross) as he embarks on a summer-
long aff air with the much-older Hanna Schmitz 
(Kate Winslet), a trolley attendant. Between bed-
room sessions, Hanna requests that Michael read 
to her, which forms a more intense bond between 
the two. Suddenly, Hanna disappears. Th e next time 
Michael sees her, it is at a war crimes trial: He is an 
observing law student, and she is being convicted of 
war crimes for her work as a Nazi prison guard. 
Th e actors in this fi lm had the diffi  cult task of 
covering more than 40 years of plot and emotion. 
Some characters had two actors to play them, and 
others — like Hanna — had only one. For this, 
Winslet earns her Oscar nomination. She portrays 
Hanna with a cold outer shell and a loving heart, 
despite her wrongdoings. She ages 20 years in the 
fi lm and manages Hanna’s emotions of every age 
and situation with grace. 
Kross was a fabulous choice to play the innocent 
character, the younger man 
sleeping with the older woman. 
Because of his age, Kross al-
most does not need to act; he 
truly becomes Michael Berg.
 Fiennes also does wonder-
fully as the older Michael. His 
task was to show the melan-
choly older man dealing with a 
love lost and moving on after such a cataclysmic re-
lationship. He does it well, with some longing looks 
and an emotional talk with a Holocaust survivor at 
the end. 
Director Stephen Daldry binds the whole 
fi lm together with clean and beautiful aesthetics 
and pairs the story with hauntingly simple-yet-
brilliant music throughout.
However, every book needs some edits, and “Th e 
Reader” could have used a few as well. Th e fi lm nev-
er establishes how the aff air between Michael and 
Hanna starts. One minute, Michael is sick outside 
of Hanna’s apartment and in the next, they are in 
bed, with little time to develop any attraction. When 
Hanna disappears, she literally does disappear; she is 
not shown in the fi lm again until the trial. A scene of 
her between her disappearance and her trial would 
have helped. And while nudity is nothing new or 
unusual in fi lms, it is the degree of nudity that may 
off end or turn off  some viewers — Winslet’s breasts 
received more screen time in this fi lm than Fiennes 
did, and he played the main character.
Th e movie is not as fl ashy as its other Best Picture 
opponents and is not action-packed like “Valkyrie” 
or “Defi ance,” its Holocaust-movie competitors. 
Rather than focusing on the Holocaust as a story 
motivator like the other two, “Th e Reader” uses it 
as a backdrop, making the story more character-
focused than event-driven. What “Th e Reader” does 
best is capture how an aff air changes over the years, 
from a physical relationship to an emotional bond. 
As the two grow older, the story draws to its last 
page and leaves viewers feeling emotionally satisfi ed 
with the conclusion.  
“Th e Reader” was written by David Hare and di-
rected by Stephen Daldry.
From left, Hanna (Kate Winslet) and Michael 
(David Kross) build a passionate relationship.
COURTESY OF THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY
FILM
REVIEW
Coraline
Focus 
Features
Our rating:
★★★½  
FILM
REVIEW
“The Reader”
The Weinstein 
Company
Our rating:
★★★
CINEMAPOLIS
The Commons 277–6115
WALTZ WITH BASHIR
7 p.m. Saturday
Sneak Preview and discussion
DOUBT
7:15 p.m. except Saturday and
Weekends 2:15 p.m.
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 4:35 p.m.
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE ★★★★
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
FALL CREEK 
PICTURES
1201 N. Tioga St. 272–1256
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD ★★★
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m. 
MILK ★★★★
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
THE READER ★★★
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
REGAL STADIUM 14
Pyramid Mall 266-7960
CORALINE ★★★½  
2 p.m., 4:40 p.m., 7:10 p.m., 
9:40 p.m.
FROST/NIXON
5 p.m., 7:50 p.m., 10:40 p.m.
GRAN TORINO ★★★½  
1 p.m., 3:40 p.m., 6:20 p.m., 
9:10 p.m.
HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
★★★★
12:50 p.m., 3:50 p.m., 6:50 p.m., 
9:50 p.m.
NEW IN TOWN ★★½  
2:40 p.m., 5:10 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 
10:20 p.m.
PUSH
1:10 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7 p.m., 
10:10 p.m.
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD ★★★
12:40 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
TAKEN
2:10 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7:20 p.m., 
10:30 p.m.
THE UNINVITED 
2:20 p.m., 4:50 p.m., 8:30 p.m., 
11:10 p.m.
THE WRESTLER ★★★ 
12:20 p.m., 4 p.m., 6:40 p.m., 
9:30 p.m.
CORNELL CINEMA
104 Willard Straight Hall 255-3522
For more information, visit 
http://cinema.cornell.edu.
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FOR RENT
An apartment with no hassle. Hudson 
Heights Studio Apartments are located next 
to IC. We are renting for the next school year 
2009-2010 starting between June 1st and 
August 15th, prices start at $550. Shorter 
leases are available Fall Semester (6 months) 
at $700/m, 10 month are + $50/m. The 
rent includes: furniture, all utilities, parking, 
garbage and recycling, with laundry rooms on 
the complex. Call Cliff at 607.273.8473 or 
cell at 607.280.7660 for an appointment.  
Web site is www.hhithaca.com.
On Pennsylvania
Nice cozy 3 bedroom house.
Six large rooms furnished, laundry.
Rent $495 per person includes utilities.
Bonus if rented by END of February.  
Call 386.478.8828.
Need 3 to join 3
Side-by-side duplex fully furnished, 
dishwasher, microwave, laundry, walk to IC.
Call Tara at 386.478.8828.
1 br apt close to campus $650. Includes 
all utilities except cable. Please call 
607.592.0765. Available March 1st to July 
1st. No pets allowed.
THREE AND FOUR BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Huge house on South Aurora Street, currently 
being renovated -- will be in fantastic 
condition! Two separate units can connect 
easily for a group of seven. Each apartment 
has a nice, large kitchen, living room and 
two full bathrooms. Beautiful wood fl oors.  
Landlord pays for heat, hot water, cooking 
gas, Internet and parking. Professional 
management. PPMhomes.com.
NEWLY REMODELED
CHARMING 2 BEDROOM
CLOSE TO COMMONS
$900.00 PLUS UTILITIES
CALL 607.327.0253.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY.
Now renting January/09
New 4 bedroom house and
new 2 bedroom apartment
on Penn. Ave.
Fully furnished with off-
street parking.
For appt. call 607.592.0150.
Now leasing 2009-2010 school year.
412 and 416 Hudson St.
3-6 bedroom house
143 Hudson St.
2EA 2 bedroom apts.
Call 607.327.0253.
2009-10 three bedroom downtown 103 
E. Spencer St., furnished, hardwood fl oors, 
off st. parking, close to Commons & IC, 
spacious, washer & dryer, dishwasher, $455 
per person. Includes heat. 279-3090 or
livingspaces1@msn.com.
FOR RENT
Now renting for ’09-’10 year.
Four bedroom houses -- fully
furnished, off-street parking on
Penn Ave. Call 607.339.1137.
APARTMENTS AND HOUSES FOR NEXT 
YEAR. Various locations on South Hill and 
Downtown near The Commons. All sizes, 
from one bedroom up to eight bedrooms.  
Fully furnished. Nice condition, with parking 
and laundry. Now is the time for the best 
selection! For a full list, visit PPMhomes.com.
Aug. 09-10 3 story 7 bedrm furnished
house on Willard Way. 3000 sq. ft.
3 bath 2 kitchen 7 parking & laundry.
Call 607.233.4323 or mfe1@twcny.rr.com.
Spacious 3,4 or 7 bedroom apartment 
available on 230 Pleasant Ave. Lease starts 
August 09. On-site laundry and parking 
available. Utility included. Contact Connie 
at 607.255.0789 for an appointment 
(or e-mail ck236@cornell.edu).
918 Danby Rd. 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 
furnished fi replace, lake view, off-street 
parking, walk to campus. 
For showing call 273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
For rent two bedroom house & one br apart. 
on Coddington Rd. Close to campus.
For info call 607.272.6361.
Lovely 4 Br apt close to campus!
Off-street parking, backyard, porch, 
2 sunrooms, large kitchen,
washer/dryer, fully furnished.
Call 607.280.7126.
NICE LARGE HOUSE
4br apt 5 mins from campus
339 S. Geneva St. $1900/mth
Heat & water included
Call 607.273.0590 or 607.214.2064.
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Several locations near IC and downtown 
near The Commons. Most are furnished, 
with parking and some utilities included.  
Professional management. New listings will 
be posted soon at PPMhomes.com.
Spacious 3BR apts. on The Commons, one 
of them remodeled. Includes Heat. Furnished 
and for Fall 2009. Call 607.272.7441.
8 bdrm house. Furnished; 3.5 baths; 
laundry; all rooms large. Available in August 
$2800 ($350 ea.) plus utilities.  
Call Paul at 607.272.1870.
2009-2010 great houses/apts. We have 
places with 1 up to 13 Brs, furnished, laundry, 
free parking, reasonable rent, professionally 
managed by working landlords.
See http://ithaca-apts.com.
Call Tom at 607.227.3153.
FOR RENT
Fully furnished Ithaca College
student houses. Located on Kendall Ave.  
09-10 school year.
Call 607.273.9221.
Nice 8 bedroom house Hudson St.
or 1-3-4 bedroom apts fully
furnished free parking & laundry.
For info call 607.272.8343 or 
607.592.1840.
Lovely 3 bedroom apt 126 Hudson
parking available. Washer and dryer.
Please call after 2pm. 607.272.5210.
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
We have a great selection on South Hill with 
multiple listings on Aurora Street, Hillview 
Place, Pleasant Street, East Spencer Street, 
Prospect Street. Nice Condition. All have 
laundry, parking and free Internet service.  
Some have all utilities paid by the landlord!  
Leases start in June and August. 
For a full list, visit PPMhomes.com.
1-2-3-4-5 bedrooms for rent.
South Hill close to IC, Cornell & Downtown.  
Furnished, laundry, & off-street parking.  
Call Kelly at 607.592.9812.
AUG. 09-10 2 STORY 6 BEDRM HOUSE ON
Prospect St. 2bath, 2kitchen, 2livingrm, 
8parkings, porch, laundry, bar
607.233.4323 mfe1@twcny.rr.com.
3 Bed furnished house for rent. 
’09-’10 yr. Off-street parking,
near Circle Apt. very clean.
Maintenance Included.
Call 607.272.0296 for appt.
4 BR. apt. 1 block from Commons
5 minutes to IC. Unfurnished.
$460 per person plus utilities.
Call 607.273.3931.
389 Stone Quarry Rd., 4 bedroom, Cape Cod 
house, furnished, hardwood fl oors, fi replace, 
washer/dryer, 2 car garage. For showing call 
273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments for 
rent for the Fall 2009. 
Close to Ithaca and Cornell. 
Call 607-342-5994 
or 607-275-0680.
Close to IC
1 and 3 Br Apt and 1 4 BR house
Fully furnished w/ off-street
parking for Fall 09
Call 607.592.0150 or 607.592.0152.
Ithaca Solar Townhouses, 4 bedroom, 
furnished, 2 baths, fi replace, off-street 
parking right next to campus. For showing call 
273-9300 or 227-1076.  
View online: IthacaEstatesRealty.com.
FOR RENT
Spacious 3 & 4 bedroom townhouses
furnished non coin laundries,
balconies, free parking.
Call 607.273.8576.
3 or 6 bedroom, furnished, excellent
location. Newly renovated.
Call 607.272.3389.
FOUR BEDROOM HOUSES.
Two locations available, on South Hill and 
Downtown. Two baths, laundry, parking. Nice 
condition. Huge rooms! Leases starting in 
June and August. Visit PPMhomes.com.
SIX BEDROOM HOUSES.
Five great locations on South Hill.
Two baths, laundry, parking.
Huge rooms! Leasing starts in June.
Visit PPMhomes.com.
An apartment with no hassle. Hudson 
Heights Studio Apartments are located 
next to IC. We have a few openings starting 
January 2009 for the next semester. Prices 
are $540/m for six months and $700/m for 
only the spring semester (4.5 months). We 
are renting for the next school year 2009-
2010 starting between June 1st and August 
15th, prices start at $550. The rent includes: 
furniture, all utilities, parking, garbage and 
recycling, with laundry rooms on 
the complex. Call Cliff at 607.273.8473 
for an appointment.
Spacious 3BR apts. on The Commons, one 
of them remodeled. Includes Heat. Furnished 
and for Fall 2009. Call 607.272.7441.
SEVEN and EIGHT BEDROOM HOUSES.
Great location on South Aurora Street, 
between Prospect and Pleasant Streets.
This is two connected apartments with a 
total of four bathrooms and two kitchens.  
Currently being renovated, this house will 
be in excellent condition! Free parking for all 
tenants. Leases start in June. Free heat, hot 
water and Internet service!
Visit PPMhomes.com.
HERITAGE PARK TOWN HOMES
Now leasing for 8/09. NEW 2-4 bedrooms, 
1-4 baths, multi-level houses and town 
homes, Large game room/lower level, 
laundry or hookups, fi replace, 1-2 car 
garages or off-street parking, patios/decks 
with gorgeous views. 1500-3500 sq. ft. 
We have properties out in the country or 
downtown Ithaca close to The Commons. 
Heritage Park has something for everyone. 
Professionally landscaped. $1100-$3500/
mo. plus utilities. Call 607.227.6260 for 
more information or go to our Web site at 
www.perfect-heritage.com for virtual tours of 
most of our properties.
Apartments and houses for rent for the Fall 
2009, walking distance to Ithaca College. 
607.327.0357 or 607.275.0680.
NOTICES
ECK Worship service Sun Feb. 15 11am.  
Topic: How Can I Feel Closer to God?  Best 
Western University Inn East Hill Plaza Reading 
from Spiritual text, singing HU, Discussion of 
topic. Opportunity for all to share love of God. 
Public invited. www.eckankar.org.
FOR SALE
Lovely 2 or 3 bedroom house
Newly remodeled 2 miles from Ithaca 
College $165k. Call 607.327.0253.
EMPLOYMENT
Book Keeping, position available for 2-3 hrs 
and work online and earn much more 
$2500 - $9000 monthly. Kindly e-mail 
me for details, Skereny101@gmail.com.         
Do your classified 
advertising with 
The Ithacan
• Call 274-1618 or e-mail 
ithacanads@ithaca.edu.
•  Get online today and download our 
classifi ed form at www.theithacan.org.
Place your ad by 5 p.m. Monday.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18
19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37 38 39
40 41 42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59 60
61 62 63 64
65 66 67
 ACROSS
1 Cat hair
4 Lily pad sitter
8 Green seed
11 1939 Lugosi role
13 Frizzy coif
14 Hobby ender
15 Sharp blow
17 Miniature chicken
19 AOL message (hyph.)
21 Mai — (rum drink)
22 Par for the course
24 Fled
26 Delts’ neighbors
29 Valuable thing
31 Home-heating fuel
33 Speck
34 Toast proposer
35 Tierra — Fuego
37 Scrooge’s oath
39 Cellist Yo-Yo —
40 Hearing aid?
42 PFC mail drop
44 Hotel entrance
46 Somber
48 Boar’s mate
50 Talk back
51 Meadow murmur
53 City on the Seine
55 Overpower
58 Population count
61 Frat letter
62 Estrada or Satie
64 Kind of therapy
65 Rudder’s place
66 Peeress
67 Shoe part
 DOWN
1 Tailor’s concern
2 Word of disgust
3 Oar pullers
4 Hindu rope-climber
5 Diamond loc.
6 Moon, poetically
7 Fall guy
8 Felt sorry for
9 That, in Tijuana
10 Banking convenience
12 Collided with
16 Gold Rush st.
18 Carpet pile
20 Not keep up
22 Put the fi nger on
23 “Titanic” award
25 Catch a crook
27 Honey holders
28 Spends the night
30 Iced drink
32 Maglie or Mineo
36 DJ’s albums
38 Wetting down
41 Bunny
43 Caveman from Moo
45 Type of hound
47 Naughty
49 Zany
52 Novelist Jean —
54 Concerning
55 Luxury resort
56 TV band
57 Distinct period
59 Famous numero
60 Witness
63 Psyche part
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answers to last week’s sudoku
get fuzzy® By Darby Conley
4 9
ᢙ⁛
Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play more Sudoku and win prizes at:
prizesudoku.com
The exclusive Sudoku Source of “The Ithacan”.
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crossword By United Media
K O I O D D L A D E
Y U R T D O E A M E S
O B I E E L M M A R C
G L O M S L U M P S
I A N A W A R D S E A
A F A R H E R D
R A F T E R S P A D E D
T R A M M A S H
E I N S P E W S S R A
A N N E X T A P E R
B E T E K I D L O A F
A V I S E C O A R C S
S A C S S O N N E T
answers to last week’s crossword
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Junior pole-vaulter Andrew Brown dominates 
competition while training to become a coach
fl ightDreamingof
Above: Junior Andrew Brown practices pole-
vaulting Monday in Barton Hall at Cornell. He’s 
the team’s leading vaulter.
LAUREN DECICCA/THE ITHACAN
Right: Brown reads about pole-vaulting in his 
dorm room Tuesday. Brown learns about vault-
ing in his spare time.
EVAN FALK/THE ITHACAN 
BY DANIELLE PACCIONE
STAFF WRITER
Andrew Brown 
can’t sleep at night. 
He’s thinking about 
what he likes to do best: 
fl y. A familiar scene re-
plays in his mind. Th e ju-
nior pole-vaulter strategi-
cally grasps a carbon-fi ber 
pole and accelerates toward 
the pit at the 92-foot runway 
mark. With his arms raised, 
the 5-foot-10-inch, 150-pound 
athlete leaps into the air, swing-
ing his body upside down and 
clearing a horizontal bar 14 feet 
above the ground. Th is routine will 
be constant until he reaches his goal 
of qualifying for nationals to become 
an Academic All-American. 
As the men’s track and fi eld 
team’s leading pole-vaulter, Brown has 
a great deal of work to do. His event re-
quires him to be a sprinter, a jumper 
and a gymnast, all while holding a pole 
that when held parallel to the ground, 
feels like it weighs 20 pounds. 
To be a successful pole-vaulter, 
Brown said he needs to be fast, fl ex-
ible and explosive, but also crazy 
enough to fl ip upside down over a 
metal box. Brown has mastered the 
physical and mental challenges of his 
event, and, because of that, it plays a 
big part in his college life and will 
continue in the future. 
Matt Scheffl  er, Brown’s 
pole-vaulting coach since 2005, 
has watched Brown improve 
his personal best at a consis-
tent rate and said this will be 
the year his score increases the 
most. He said Brown can attri-
bute this to working out more 
than in previous seasons and 
his strong desire to qualify for 
the NCAA meet. 
“Brown is the kind 
of athlete that you’d like 
all of the people you work 
with to take after,” Scheffl  er said. “He is 
very focused and dedicated to the sport of 
pole-vaulting and is willing to do all that is 
necessary to improve.”
Away from pole-vaulting, Brown is 
equally committed to academic achieve-
ment. On a typical day, Brown, a Dean’s 
Scholar on the  Empire 8 president’s list, is 
in class studying human anatomy by 8 a.m. 
After classes, the physical therapy major 
and coaching minor lifts weights up to fi ve 
times a week and practices from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Cornell University’s Barton Hall. On two 
or three of those days, he remains at Cornell 
to participate in a coaching internship with 
Scheffl  er, who also operates the Tompkins 
County Pole Vault Club. Th rough this in-
ternship, Brown is able to help coach some 
of the top vaulters in New York state. 
“Next to knowledge, Brown has a posi-
tive attitude in his coaching style that I be-
lieve is the most essential element of creat-
ing better pole-vaulters,” Scheffl  er said. “If 
a coach is continually positive with their 
athletes, they will earn their trust and be-
lieve that they can achieve anything that 
you tell them they are capable of.”
Brown’s knowledge of the sport has 
also benefi tted sophomore Greg Acqua-
vella, the only other male pole-vaulter on 
the team.
“He’s almost like another coach,” Ac-
quavella said. “Th ings that I would trip up 
on, he says, ‘Try it this way,’ and it usually 
works. I admire his ability.”
When Brown isn’t physically train-
ing, he’s learning about pole-vaulting any 
way he can. Th is includes researching ar-
ticles and videos on the Internet, collect-
ing documentaries, reading books and 
participating in camps and clinics led by 
world-renowned vaulters. 
Because of his NCAA aspirations, 
Brown is also committed to a balanced 
diet with low sodium, high protein and 
a side of his favorite guilty pleasure — 
cookies and cream ice cream.
Before he competes, Brown pops on 
his iPod and distances himself from his 
teammates as part of his preparation. He 
said it helps him to focus and get ready for 
an upcoming vault. 
“I like that kind of freedom to do what 
I need to do in order to win or jump at 
personal best,” he said. 
Brown said his continuous motivation 
is derived from family and competition. 
Brown, who has a twin brother, said pole-
vaulting helps give him his own identity. 
“It’s nice to have a twin and be able 
to distinguish myself,” he said.  
Brown’s parents have been essential 
in helping him get to where he is today. 
They send out family letters to friends 
to update them on recent events. The 
last letter was modeled after a newspa-
per and included details about Brown 
holding the college’s indoor and out-
door pole-vaulting record.
Brown’s mother, Mimi, said her family 
is supportive and travels hours from Tinton 
Falls, N.J., to attend meets. When she can’t 
make it, she reviews athletic Web sites and 
sends the results to other family members. 
“Andrew is dedicated, responsible and 
passionate,” she said. “If you’re friends 
with him, he’ll do anything for you.”
Aside from his family, Brown said his op-
ponents motivate him. At a meet last year, 
Brown was approached by one of the best 
pole-vaulters in the state, SUNY-Cortland 
senior Jake Zanetti. Zanetti said he admired 
Brown’s technique and recommended he lift 
weights to improve his vaulting. Brown has 
been training with weights ever since, and, 
as a result, he said he thinks he will show sig-
nifi cant improvement. 
Days before a meet, Brown is once 
again up all night watching videos and 
posting on pole-vaulting message boards. 
Sometimes to pass the hours, he reads 
biographies of his favorite vaulters. Th e 
whole time, he is imagining his face-off  
with other athletes at his level. He said 
most vaulters are at the 12-foot range, 
and he is at the mid-14-foot range, where 
there is tougher competition. 
“I’m competing as an athlete and an 
aspiring coach,” Brown said. “You hear 
people say raising the bar, and that’s liter-
ally what it’s all about — improving every 
little thing to gain that inch.”
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BY THOMAS ESCHEN
STAFF WRITER
While in the midst of the final few games 
of its 2008-09 schedule, the women’s bas-
ketball team has gone through the year and 
done everything a team could do. Ithaca 
has won and lost games by small and large 
margins, while beating teams with out-
side shooting and inside scoring. In just a 
few weeks though, they will play the same 
teams for a second time, which can be 
a challenge. 
“Even though you know what to expect, 
everyone is better later on in the season,” 
sophomore forward Elissa Klie said. “Some-
one has always won the last game, and there 
is always that revenge factor.” 
The Bombers have successfully faced 
that factor this season, especially after 
starting conference play with an 8–0 re-
cord before falling 
to Utica College 
56–45 on Jan. 31 for 
their first loss in the 
Empire 8. 
Against the five 
teams the Blue and 
Gold have faced 
twice this season, they have beat four of them 
both times.
“If you’re a team on top, it is always 
harder to play,” senior Tracy Bradley said. 
“The bottom teams have nothing to lose.” 
Because of the increased difficulty, the 
team sometimes has to adjust its play and 
try to figure out how opponents are adjust-
ing to it. 
In preparation for its game against Hart-
wick College last Friday, the team had al-
ready learned that the Hawks had problems 
keeping control of the ball when the Bomb-
ers trapped off the opponents’ screens. As-
suming that Hartwick would devise a game 
plan to combat that by slipping to the bas-
ket or popping to the wing, the Blue and 
Gold switched the person they were guard-
ing on the ball screens instead. That kind of 
adjustment resulted in a 21-point victory. 
Sometimes though, the opposing team’s 
adjustments force the Blue and Gold to in-
crease their intensity. As has been the story 
throughout the year, Bomber forwards have 
simply outrun opponents down the floor, 
often converting easy layups. Opposing 
teams have learned that at this point though, 
and they now sprint back on defense to 
the paint. 
“When anyone inside has a great game 
against a team, the second time around the 
opponent knows we like to run, so they try 
to shut us down in transition,” Klie said. 
Despite opponents’ efforts to beat the 
Bombers down the floor, the constant col-
lapsing to the paint opens up the three-
point arc for the guards.
“It’s hard for other teams to defend us,” 
Klie said. “Somebody can step up at any 
given time.” 
The South Hill squad has a tendency to 
score in bunches, rattling off four or five 
threes in a row, which was evident in the 
victory over Hartwick as the Bombers hit 
eight three-pointers as a team. 
The balanced attack allows Ithaca to 
keep its identity intact, while only having to 
make those minor adjustments on a game-
to-game basis.
This season, opponents not only have to 
stop the Blue and Gold twice, but they have 
to do it on the road and during the season’s 
end. The Bombers  play five of their last six 
games in Ben Light Gymnasium. 
“It is a lot easier on us mentally and 
physically,” Bradley said. “It is tough miss-
ing classes and sitting on the bus for a cou-
ple hours on away trips.” 
This has been an advantage for the 
Bombers this season as they have posted 
a 7–0 home record. Playing in the same 
gym where the team shoots and practices 
every day has proven to take away some 
of the difficulty of playing teams for the 
second time. 
“Having home games in the last 
half of the season is crucial, especially 
around crunch time,” senior guard Megan 
Rumschik said.
With the race to host the Empire 8 tour-
nament heating up, the Bombers will look 
to keep up their excellence at home tomor-
row when they will take on the revenge 
factor against St. John Fisher College, who 
they lost to in Pittsford, N.Y., less than two 
weeks ago.
From left, junior guard Katherine Bixby puts up a shot as she is defended by Stevens Institute of 
Technology senior guard Dani Dudek and freshman forward Dawn Garcia. Ithaca won 61–60. 
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Bombers make postseason push on home court
BY CORY FRANCER
SPORTS EDITOR
On Friday, senior center Jeff  Bostic did not 
participate in warm-ups. Instead, he stood un-
derneath the basket rebounding for his team-
mates during the pregame shoot-around. On 
Sunday, he rode the exercise bike. Th ough the 
Bombers won both games without their star 
center’s consistent rebounds and vicious shot 
blocks, his absence showed.
In the three games the Blue and Gold have 
played without Bostic, they averaged 2.33 
blocks per game and 38.33 rebounds per game. 
Compared to their 3.22 blocks and 42.17 re-
bounds with Bostic, it is clear how much the 
6-foot-5-inch center helps.
With Bostic sidelined, the South Hill 
squad has turned to senior 
forward Sean Leahy to fi ll 
the center position, along 
with junior Tom Brown and 
sophomore Phil Barera.
This trio has been 
admirable in its efforts 
to replace Bostic on the 
hardwood with Leahy re-
cording a double-double 
with 11 points and 10 re-
bounds along with two blocks in the Bomb-
ers’ 73–71 victory over Alfred University 
on Sunday. Leahy said it was a combined 
effort among the three big men to take over 
for Bostic.
“With Jeff , you’re always going to get double-
digit rebounds,” he said “With me, Tom and Phil, 
we have to collectively do it as a team. We’re not 
as athletic as Jeff  so we have to make sure we 
box out and just go after it to make sure to keep 
their big guys off  the boards.”
In the wake of the two-point win over the 
Saxons, one of the lesser teams in the confer-
ence with a 2–9 record against the Empire 8, 
Head Coach Jim Mullins had No. 55 in the 
lineup for the fi rst time in fi ve days. Mullins 
said he had a specifi c role in mind for Bostic.
“Even if he’s not blocking shots, the thought 
of him blocking shots is in the minds of the 
opposition,” Mullins said. “Bill Russell used to 
say that it wasn’t the shots he blocked but the 
seed he planted in the minds of the drivers.”
With Bostic’s ankle only at a self-proclaimed 
70 to 75 percent level, that is exactly the role 
he took in his return to the hardwood against 
Stevens Institute of Technology on Tuesday. 
In his return, Bostic only logged 16 minutes of 
play and did not attempt a fi eld goal. He did 
however, pull down fi ve rebounds and pick up 
a block.
“It felt really good to be back out there,” 
Bostic said. “It’s my senior year, and I really 
don’t want to miss any games. It felt good to 
get back and contribute a little bit and get a 
couple rebounds to help out the team.”
Aside from instilling the fear of a potential 
block in his opponents, Bostic provides a more 
intangible positive infl uence on his team. After 
the game against Alfred, in which the South Hill 
squad appeared simply disorganized without its 
star center, the familiar face in the middle gave 
the Bombers some comfort against Stevens.
“It’s his presence,” sophomore guard Chris 
Cruz said. “He causes a lot of people not to 
drive to the basket. … He’s a big part of our 
defense and that’s one of the reasons we were 
successful [against Stevens].”
With the win, the Blue and Gold moved 
into fi rst place in the Empire 8. Th ere are 
three games remaining in the regular season, 
all against conference opponents. On Satur-
day, the Bombers will face archrival St. John 
Fisher College, a game that Bostic said he will 
not be missing. 
“Th ey beat us here twice last year,” he 
said. ”We’re very motivated to get some pay-
back and show our home crowd that we can 
beat Fisher.” 
Star center returns to squad
From left, senior center Jeff Bostic drives to the hoop against senior forward Sean Leahy during 
practice Jan. 20. Bostic is returning from an ankle injury for the end of the basketball season. 
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STAT CHECK
The Bombers lead 
the Empire 8 with 
257 steals and are 
second in the confer-
ence with a +3.14 
turnover margin.
NEXT UP
Ithaca faces 
St. John Fisher 
on Saturday in 
Ben Light Gym-
nasium. Ithaca 
is in sole pos-
session of fi rst 
place in the 
Empire 8.
After sitting out for two consecutive games, 
senior Jeff  Bostic is ready for postseason
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BY KERRY BARGER
STAFF WRITER
As sophomore Sheila Rhoades makes the 
final dash down the lane and approaches the 
pool wall, a sense of anticipation builds up 
inside of the rest of her medley relay team. 
When she finally makes the last reach in 
the Bombers’ meet against Le Moyne Col-
lege on Jan. 31, her teammates look up at 
the scoreboard in unison to discover they 
have not only won, but have set a pool re-
cord, as well.
“Excitement really builds as Sheila gets 
within inches of the wall,” senior Lauren 
Botterbusch, breaststroker for the medley 
team, said. “It’s such a motivation to see 
your broken record on the scoreboard.” 
Many have seen pool records fall to the 
Blue and Gold this 
season. The med-
ley relay teams have 
set three separate 
records throughout 
the year.
Their success 
took off at the first 
meet of the season against Alfred University 
and Nazareth College on Oct. 25 in Alfred, 
N.Y. Freshman Amanda Vitullo, sopho-
more Becca Blazak, freshman Cali DeSanto 
and Rhoades finished in 1:53.98, an Alfred 
pool record. 
The record-breaking performances have 
propelled the Bombers to an 11–3 record, 
finishing out their dual-meet season with 
the most wins in six years. 
“It’s not often that a [relay] team finds 
all the key pieces to the puzzle,” Assistant 
Coach Mark Tedeschi said. “It’s rare to 
drop three pool records in one season and 
to remain so powerful from one meet to the 
next. It’s really uncommon for records to 
be falling left and right, but every few years 
things really come together.”
Besides breaking pool records, the 
Bombers have remained the dominant 
presence in pools across both the Empire 
8 and New York state. The medley teams 
have won every race in 14 consecutive 
meets, placing either first or second among 
their opponents. 
“It’s not something that we really think 
about,” junior Jen Heberton said. “We just 
go out there to have fun and swim fast and 
whatever happens, happens.” 
Though it is not the main focus of the 
team, chasing pool records has helped 
the Blue and Gold maintain momentum. 
Head Coach Paula Miller said they use 
this goal as motivation for meets against 
weaker competition.
“They use it as an incentive to stay com-
petitive,” Miller said. “It helps them focus 
on strong swimming and not what kind of 
team they’re facing that week.” 
On Jan. 24, Ithaca kept its aggressive at-
titude against the University of Rochester, 
which had a 4–7 record at the time. Bot-
terbusch, Vitullo, Heberton and Rhoades 
clocked one of their fastest times of the sea-
son at 1:50.05, shattering the Hill Center Pool 
record of 1:52.71 set in 2007 by three of the 
four members of the current medley team.
Th e Bombers have continued to achieve 
such feats not just because of their hard work 
and dedication, but also with the consistent 
level of comfort they have achieved with each 
other throughout the long winter season. 
“Each leg of the race may have a differ-
ent specialized stroke, but they’ve become 
so used to each other,” Miller said. “They 
use each other to get better and cheer each 
other on — that’s what makes them one of 
the best teams out there.” 
With or without broken records, the Bomb-
ers will remain one of the strongest teams in 
New York. With the success the Bombers have 
had this season, Miller said she wants the team 
to feel prepared for the postseason.
“After that final home stretch, I want 
them to think that they did everything they 
could to get there,” Miller said.
Sophomore Emily Britz swims the butterfl y during the Bombers’ meet against the University of 
Rochester on Jan. 24 in the Hill Center Pool. The Blue and Gold defeated Rochester 197–103.
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Watching the records fall
Women’s swimming and diving team 
puts scores in the books all season long
PLAYOFF TIME
The Bombers compete 
in the Empire 8 Cham-
pionships Feb. 18 to 
Feb. 21 and the NCAA 
Championships March 
11 to March 14. 
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TOMORROW
Men’s and women’s indoor track 
@ the Lafayette Rider Games 
@ the Armory Track
SATURDAY
Men’s and women’s indoor track 
@ Robert Kane Invitational @ 
Cornell University
Women’s basketball vs. 
St. John Fisher College
Men’s basketball vs. St. John 
Fisher College
Gymnastics hosts Harriet 
Marranca Memorial 
Invitational with SUNY-
Brockport and MIT
WEDNESDAY
Women’s swimming @ New 
York State/Empire 8 
Championships
The Ithacan online |  theithacan.org/sports
Look online
for game stories
from these sports: 
BY ABBY PAULSON
STAFF WRITER
Th e men’s swimming and div-
ing team will look toward its deep 
freestyle talent, explosive stroke 
swims and an adept squad of div-
ers to compete for the top spot in 
the Empire 8 conference. 
Th e South Hill squad churns 
through thousands of yards at the 
Hill Center Pool at muscle-burning 
paces from October until March. 
With the season winding down and 
the Empire 8 championships in 
clear sight, the Bombers enter a ta-
per season, during which they cut 
down their practice yardage by al-
most half in a month’s time. Soph-
omore Steve Croucher said Head 
Coach Kevin Markwardt’s tapering 
system is the key to success in a big 
meet like the championships. 
“Your muscles have time to re-
cover and you feel that much more 
rested,” Croucher said. “A meet as 
big as the Empire 8 championships 
hinges on a good taper.” 
Th e Bombers have a two-week 
break from their weekly Saturday 
meets leading up to the rigorous, 
four-day championship event Feb. 
25. It will be the longest meet up to 
that point in the season. Freshman 
freestyler Josh Leary said the ta-
pering helps the team feel relaxed. 
“We’ve done pretty rigorous 
training all year, and now’s the 
time to bring it down a notch and 
start feeling rested for the big meet 
ahead,” Leary said. 
Because of the changes in prac-
tice, the Bombers have consistently 
improved in the second half of the 
season. Senior backstroker Mike 
Blizniak said the Blue and Gold 
hope to take that momentum into 
the championship meet. 
The South Hill squad has won 
12 meets and lost only five this 
season and has had its most im-
pressive victories in the latter part 
of the season. The Bombers de-
feated five top-notch teams at the 
Henry Kumpf Invitational meet at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
on Jan. 17. They lost only to SU-
NY-Cortland in late January by a 
score of 108.5–134.5 and beat the 
University of Rochester on Jan. 24, 
183–117 and Le Moyne College 
on Jan. 31, 160–138.
As shown by their successes, 
the Bombers have made signifi-
cant strides in becoming a threat 
outside of their dominance in 
freestyle. Against Rochester, ju-
nior Matt Carolan and seniors 
Brant Gawrys and Ryan Wright 
clinched key victories in butterfly 
and breaststroke. 
With times dropping and 
strokes improving, the Bombers 
will need to continue with their 
strong performances in freestyle 
and diving to challenge the Alfred 
University Saxons, who are unde-
feated in conference competition. 
“In order to beat Alfred, every-
one has to have the meet of their 
life,” Croucher said. “Last year, 
we had some guys really step up 
at the state meet. We’re going to 
need that from every guy this year. 
... Every point is going to matter 
this year.”
In freestyle events, the Bomb-
ers are at their strongest. Sopho-
more Joe Gage has won 17 free-
style events this season. Freshman 
Antoine Connors has won six and 
consistently places in the top two 
in sprint events. Croucher and 
senior Mike Ariel have combined 
with Gage and Connors to win the 
400-yard freestyle relay eight times 
this season. 
“We’ve got a bunch of guys 
with just plain talent in freestyle,” 
Croucher said. “When you’ve got 
guys who are just as fast as you in 
free, it’s easy to push each other 
in practice.” 
Th e strength of the Bombers’ 
diving squad may also help put the 
Bombers on top. Freshman Derek 
Rand and sophomore Mike Glicini 
consistently take the top spot in 
the 1-meter and 3-meter events. 
At the Rochester meet the Bomb-
ers swept the top three spots in 
both events. 
Croucher said the Bombers are 
swimming and diving at their best 
at the right time in the season, and 
they are not lacking in enthusiasm or 
confi dence heading into the meet.
“We’ve defi nitely got what it 
takes and we all get pretty stoked 
for this meet,” Croucher said. “It’s 
going to be a showdown.”
Tapered practices give squad rest for postseason 
Sophomore Kramer Jakubek competes in the breaststroke Jan. 24 against the University of Rochester. The men’s 
swimming and diving team is 12–5 this season and will compete in the Empire 8 Championships Feb. 25.
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Check out our 
Web site. 
www.theithacan.org.
THE BUZZER
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Down for the count
From left, senior John Paxos takes down Wilkes University freshman Anthony Dattolo on Saturday in Ben Light Gym-
nasium. Paxos won the bout by an 8–0 major decision to give the Blue and Gold a 29–10 win over the Colonels.
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by the numbers 3
The number of pool 
records the members of 
the medley relay teams 
have set this season. 
See story on page 25.
17
The number of freestyle 
events sophomore Joe 
Gage has won this season.
See story on page 26.
I’d be all for the 
104 positives 
being named, 
and the game 
moving on if 
that is at all 
possible.
Former Boston Red 
Sox pitcher Curt Schil-
ling wrote on his blog 
when it was reported 
that New York Yankees 
third baseman Alex 
Rodriguez admitted to 
taking steroids. He was 
referring to the number 
of Major League Base-
ball players who tested 
positive for 
steroids 
in 
2003.
they
saidit
Ryan Leaf has been saved. Someone else has fi nally 
taken over the reigns as the worst No. 1 draft pick of all 
time in professional sports. And the loser is? Matt Bush. 
The San Diego Padres selected Bush in the 2004 ama-
teur draft and since then, Bush has caused nothing but 
trouble on and off the fi eld. In his most recent of three al-
tercations since being drafted, Bush went to a high school 
lacrosse game under the infl uence, threw a golf club, 
picked up and threw a lacrosse player, and hit another 
Feb. 4 at Granite Hills High School in El Cajon, Calif., 
according to a witness. The former 
Mission Bay High School star 
then shouted expletives before 
driving off in his Mercedes. 
Bush failed to make a position 
switch from shortstop to pitcher 
and has yet to leave Class A 
ball. The Padres have since 
dropped ties with Bush.
— Casey Musarra
Weird news from the wide world of sports
the foul line
bombers to watch
FRESHMAN
JESSICA BOLDUC
GYMNASTICS
Bolduc earned top-10 fi nishes 
in all three of her events with 
scores of 9.500 or better at the 
Liberty Classic on Saturday at 
Temple University.
JUNIOR
WILLIE HORWATH
WRESTLING
Horwath is ranked No. 9 in 
the nation in the 157-pound 
weight class. In Saturday’s 
meet against No. 20 Wilkes 
University, Horwath picked up a 
team-best 29th victory.
SENIOR
SEAN BURTON
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Burton posted double-double 
efforts in the Bombers’ last two 
games. He became the pro-
gram’s all-time assists leader 
against Hartwick College on 
Saturday, now with 509.
Dewart won the high jump at 1.65 meters and fi nished 
second in the 55-meter hurdles with a time of 8.90 
seconds at the Tufts Invitational on Sunday at Tufts 
University. Dewart qualifi ed for the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference Championships in both events. A 
Bomber has now won the Empire 8 weekly award all 
four times it has been give out this season.
play of the week
Emma Dewart
Freshman
Women’s indoor track
Dewart was named the Empire 8 
Athlete of the Week for the fi rst time 
in her career Monday.
TWO TOP-FIVE FINISHES
PHOTO FINISH
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From left, Stevens Institute of Technology freshman guard Dawn Garcia defends Ithaca senior 
forward Tracy Bradley while Stevens freshman forward Jillian Barrett crashes the boards. The 
Bombers defeated Stevens 61–60 to clinch a berth in the Empire 8 Championship Tournament.
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